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EDITORIAL 


How Christian Is The 
Affirmation Of The Federal 
Council’s Conference On 
The Church And 
Economic Life? 


This affirmation occupies considerable space in 
the last two March issues of The Presbyterian Out- 
look. Significant sentences are: ‘“‘That (the Chris- 
tian) faith affirms the supreme worth of persons. 
Institutions must be tested finally by their contribu- 
tion to the enrichment of personality.’’ “Christians 
believe that man is created by the Eternal and in 
his image. Christians hold that man is a being of 
infinite worth, of such worth indeed that God out 
of love sent his Son that man by faith in him might 
be saved. Man is a self-conscious personality, free 
to choose right and wrong, responsible, immortal.” 


As these sentences show the affirmation is a man- 
centered not a God-centered document. Conse- 
quently it does not accurately state the Christian 
faith, and does not draw exclusively from the 
Christian faith the biblical conclusions for the 
economic order. 


In the first place it takes no account of the fall 
by which man was stripped of the noble adorn- 
ments with which the Creator had invested him and 
the image of God was thoroughly defaced, well 
nigh effaced in man. Moreover, it erroneously as- 
sumes that man was made in the image of God in 
God’s eternity and in His infinity. But eternity and 
infinity are God’s metaphysical or incommunicable 
attributes. Our heavenly Father was rather pleased 
to make man in the image of His communicable or 
moral attributes, knowledge, righteousness and holi- 
ness. Contrasted with the high and lofty One that 
inhabiteth eternity, man is like the grass which 
today is and tomorrow is cast into the oven, or as 
yesterday when it is past, or as a watch in the 
night. Contrasted with Him who numbers the stars 
and measures out heaven with a span, the inhabit- 
ants of the earth are reputed as nothing, the men of 
high degree are as vanity, and the nations of the 
earth are as the small dust of the balance. Chris- 
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tians do not come to the Lord’s Table shouting the 
infinite worth of man. We come confessing: 


“Not worthy, Lord, To gather up the crumbs... 
“IT am not worthy to be thought Thy child.” 


Secondly, the affirmation entirely ignores the 
glory of God and makes the so-called infinite worth 
of man and his socio-economic order to be the final 
end of life. It uses Christ, His Cross, “the Lord’s 
Supper,” “‘the fellowship of the Church” and “the 
blessing of the Eternal” as instruments to the end 
that our economic order may be more worthy. For, 
according to its philosophy: ‘Institutions must be 
finally tested by their contribution to the enrich- 
ment of personality.” 


‘In Creed or Chaos, Dorothy Sayers has an in- 


‘structive comment on this mode of thinking: ‘‘We 
ought to distrust all those high ambitions and lofty 


ideals which make the well-being of humanity their 
ultimate end. Man cannot make himself happy by 
serving himself—not even when he ealls self-service 
the service of the community; for ‘the community’ 
in that context is only an extension of his own ego. 
Human happiness is a by-product, thrown off in 
man’s service of God ... God is nobody’s instru- 
ment ... It will not do to let the same sin creep 
back in a subtler and more virtuous-seeking form 
by suggesting that the service of God is necessary 
as a means to the service of man. That ... would 
end by degrading God to the status of a heathen 
fetish, bound to the service of a tribe, and liable to 
be dumped head-downwards into the Water-butt if 
He failed to produce good harvest weather in return 
for services rendered.” p. 84. 


Part of the trouble here is that the affirmation 
operates with an incompletely Christian conception 
of God. It twice speaks of God as ‘“‘the Eternal.” 
When one is using careful terminology “the 
Eternal” is Platonism. The God of the Christian 
faith is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. When we take sin and the fall seriously and 
accept the Gospel of the unmerited love of God for 
us guilty rebels then the praise of the glory of His 
grace to us in Christ Jesus will become the final 
end, and the Church will again be the Church of 
the living God. 


_ Thirdly, Relying on its overestimate of man and 
its disregard of the sin-darkening effects of the fall 
the affirmation rejects the modest role of being 
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chaplain to the status quo, and in overweening 
confidence in man’s reason assumes its ability to 
offer a synthesis of individualism and collectivism. 
It may sound very broad to reject the “dogmatism 
of communism, socialist, or capitalist.” It may have 
the appearance of fairness to attack both “orthodox 
communism” and “contemporary capitalism.’’ But 
this paper was not written for communistic Russia, 
nor for secialistic Britian. Accordingly the total 
effect of these remarks is to upset confidence in 
the American system of free enterprise. The New 
Testament writers were modest enough to be will- 
ing to be chaplains for the existing order. Paul and 
James do not hestitate to use the Word of God to 
condemn evils in that order. They make the living 
Christ flame before the eyes of employer and em- 
ployee. The man who withhold the wages due is 
summoned before the judgment of God, the man 
who will not work may not eat. In proportion as 
men realize the depravity wrought by sin and 
really appreciate the Word of God, they ask the 
Church to speak where God speaks and to be 
silent where He is silent. This affirmation does not 
justify from the Word of God its right to reject the 
capitalistic system of free enterprise. Until such 
justification is forthcoming from the Word of God, 
let the Church accept thankfully the freedom to 
preach the Gospel and the good support the Ameri- 
can system is giving the proclamation of the Word 
at home and abroad—and use the Word to condemn 
and correct the evils in the present system—re- 
prove, rebuke, exhort with the Word of God. 
Wm.C.R. 


Rights And Duties 


We see and hear and read much about rights. 
History knows the “Petition of Rights”; and we 
have our own “Bill of Rights.’”’ There are the quite 
recent rights of the Atlantic Charter. And of late 
there has been increasing stress and growing im- 
portance attached to rights of various kinds. 


It is significant, and not a little disturbing, that 
the calibre of the rights has shifted. In the Amer- 
ican and the French Revolution, and resultant 
therefrom, rights began to raise their heads: they 
were of political nature. Men won the rights of life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. But the rights 
accented by the General Assembly of the United 
Nations, and adopted in 1949 by that body, were 
rather of the “‘economic”’ and the “human” varities. 
Much discussion followed these declarations, both 
in national and ecclesiastical circles. They went far 
beyond the older rights of the nineteenth century. 
Our Church’s Committee on Christian Relations, at 
the last Assembly of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church, put out a paper on human rights. Also the 
National Government has invaded the field in be- 
half of human and economic rights. Frought with 
far-reaching possibilities, are the Federal provisions 
and proposals touching social security, national 
oo housing, medicine, insurance, the F. E. 


Now none should oppose the matter of rights in 
their proper place. Too long have “civilized” folk 
been callous to certain situations, and too long 
neglectful of certain rights, privileges, advantages, 
in certain directions. But there is a priority that 
should be observed; and there are restrictions that 
go along with the privileges that men enjoy and 
the advantages that humanity should have. In the 
demand for rights we seem to have forgotten 


duties; we have disregarded the fundamental the- 
orem that only as duty is done, are rights to be 
claimed from God and maintained among free men. 
Common sense concurs with Scripture that the right 
to eat follows the duty to work. We seem to have 
proceeded on the basis of the assumption that the 
rights of man derive from a political government, 
whereas primarily and fundamentally all rights 
come from God! There can be no guarantee to any 
people regarding any right, freedom, or privilege, 
whether political, social, economic, apart from God 
and the Ten Commandments. It is surprisingly true 
that the Bible gives us little concuring rights: the 
Word of God stresses duties! It is when men attend 
to duty as before God that they merit and receive 
their so-called rights before men. Discharging obli- 
gations arising out of justice, mercy, and faith, 
men will have their rights. Each of the Command- 
ments is a duty, an obligation, alike resting upon 
all who have them in view. But each Commandment 
observed, means an equally sublime privilege, a 
right, a blessing conferred of God. 


Therefore we feel, without any desire to curb 
the rights of men anywhere, that the only sure 
way to confer and to secure those rights is that 
both those who rule and those who are ruled, shall 
conduct themselves as men responsible to God, men 
who place duty first and rights consequent. The 
priority of Heaven advises: “These ought ye to 
have done, and not to leave the other ay 

—R.F.G. 


A Conquering Faith 


Spurgeon says that a small faith will take our 
souls to heaven, but a large faith will bring heaven 
into our souls. Mr. Moody tells us that we can 
travel to heaven “first-class” or “‘second-class’’; it 
takes a conquering faith for us to travel first-class. 


“Where is your faith?” said Jesus to His fearful 
disciples in the midst of the storm. Faith is as nec- 
essary for the Christian as a hammer to a car- 
penter, a plow to the farmer, or a weapon to the 
soldier. Where is our faith in a very stormy world? 
Have we mislaid it? What sort of faith will give us 
victory? “This is the victory that overcometh the 
world, even our faith.” 


It must be a faith that Beliewes God. “I believe 
God,”’ said Paul, on the deck of a sinking ship: can 
we not believe God in what some call a “sinking 
world?”’ Do we believe the Great Facts He reveals; 
His solemn warnings, His exceeding great and pre- 
cious promises; His urgent and loving invitations? 
Why not believe what He says? 


It must be a faith that Trusts God. Trust is more 
than belief: it includes Commitment. I believe there 
is a new, beautiful bridge across the Catawba 
River. I trust that bridge when I drive my car 
across it every two weeks to keep my preaching 
appointment. 


It must be a faith that Obeys God. Abraham be- 
lieved God and went out of his country on a great 
adventure. Noah believed God, and built the ark. 
The best proof of real belief and trust is Obedi- 
ence. 


It must be a faith that Follows God; walks 
humbly with our God. Faith and Fellowship go 
hand in hand. A faith that walks with God will 
conquer the world. —J.K.P. 
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Missions Is The Mission 
Of The Church! 


God wills missions. Go ye, therefore, and make 
disciples of all the nations! Ye shall be MY wit- 
nesses unto the uttermost parts of the sea. And we 
Presbyterians profess to believe in the sovereignty 
of God. Now believing in His sovereignty does not 
mean in the first place working out a pretty theory 
as to how He is sovereign. After all which one of 
us has sense enough to understand infinite sover- 
eignty? It means bowing our wills to His Word and 
His Word is missions ... world missions. Our Lord 
Jesus Christ is too big to be just the Saviour of me 
and my wife, my son John and his wife. He is the 
propitiation for our sins, but not for ours only but 
for the sins of the whole world. A man’s interest in 
world missions is a measure of his evaluation of 
Jesus Christ. God gave His only begotten Son to be 
nothing less than the Saviour of the world. 


And the God who commands missions is not a 
puny, needy God. He is the ALMIGHTY. The Great 
Commission is introduced thus: “All power in hea- 
ven and earth is given unto ME, therefore, Go ye!”’ 
Young man, young woman, if the living Lord Jesus 
Christ has called you to world mission service for 
Him, He can and will open the way. The Lord who 
calls is the Lord who can. And when you go He 
will be with you, your all-sufficient support. He 
will never fail you. You cannot go where He is not 
all-powerful. Moreover, He who took the little lad’s 
lunch and fed five thousand, who appreciated the 
widow’s mite as truly as He did Mary’s ointment, 
will take and use what we put into His hands at 
this season and multiply it for the healing of the 
nations. —Wm. C. R. 


Prayers For Increase 


Of Faith 


During my over fifty years in the pastorate, I 
have had an opportunity to observe the experiences 
of many who pray for more faith, more love, more 
power to resist temptation and in general, more 
grace. Their lives have been full of all sorts of new 
experiences, upheavals, suffering of all sorts, re- 
verses and perplexities. It is God working His will 
in us and sculpturing His children into conformity 
to His image. Conformity to His image is the 
object and goal of His dealings with us. He does 
not hand down to us a package containing what we 
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Why Don’t They 
Understand? 


My pastoral work took me a short time ago to 
the room of a man dying of cancer. He is a church 
member. He has heard the gospel often enough. I 
tried to make grace clear to him again. 


Then he spoke: “Yes, I have always lived a good 
life. I have prayed and prayed. All my family are 
good too.” 


It so happens that he has often made many 
miserable. He has been a covetous, malicious man. 
Neither his words nor his deeds show any faint 
glimmering of saving faith. 


A death took me to a young widow. She was very 
brave. She has been a church member since girl- 
hood. I talked of God’s grace; but she quietly said, 
“When my husband died, I thought maybe God was 
punishing me. But then I realized I have always 
done what is right.” I spoke of our punishment 
being upon Christ, but my words did not seem to 
penetrate. 


The ignorance of some church members is ap- 
palling! They have no conception of what the gospel 
is. They depend upon self-righteousness, not upon 
Christ-righteousness. 


Why don’t they understand? The answer: the 
Holy Spirit alone can give spiritual understanding. 
He must convict of sin, of righteousness and of 
judgment. Perhaps other pastors feel as I do, that 
our task is one of constantly praying, preaching 
and teaching so that some church members may 
actually become Christians. —C.N.W.,III 


Christian Courage 


Christian Courage is the highest type of courage. 
There is a physical and even moral courage in some 
men of the world, but Christian Courage is spir- 
itual: it reaches up and lays hold upon God. 


Discouragement is one of Satan’s most powerful 
weapons and he uses it on some of God’s greatest 
saints. Job was discouraged and we cannot blame 
him as he sits upon the ash-heap covered with boils. 
He cursed the day in which he was born, but he re- 
fused to “curse God and die,” as his wife sug- 
gested. Abraham had his “times of depression” and 
yielded to temptations which brought sorrow into 
his home. Moses was not always upon the mountain 
top, and we find Joshua, the brave soldier, prone 
on his face, down in the depth, after the defeat at 
Ai. Elijah is the classic example of a man who can 
be exulting in victory one day and crouching under 
a juniper tree the next. 


The Source of our courage is God: “Have not I 
commanded thee?” “The Lord stood by me”: “Be 
strong in the Lord and in the power of His might.” 


He uses Christians to encourage each other. 
Everyone helped his brother and everyone said to 
his brother, Be of good courage. Jonathan encour- 
aged David in the wood; Paul, when met by the 
company from Rome, thanked God and _ took 
courage; Jesus sent His disciples “two by two’’: 
how often we see two men very different in tem- 
a who. are a great help the one to the 
otner. 
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Courage is an old-fashioned virtue, but it is a 
much needed one in our modern world. We need 
courage to Confess Christ before men; to live sep- 
arated, consecrated lives; to build the waste places 
of Zion; to fight the good fight of faith; to endure 
hardness and our share—even more than our share 
—of suffering. May God give us such courage, and 
keep fear out of our hearts! —J.K.P. 


A Daughter Of Israel 


“For the children of this world are in their 
generation wiser than the children of light.” 


She was a daughter of Israel, born and reared 
in the tradition of the Jews. She had married a 
Roman Catholic who was not interested in religion. 
Now their child was three years old and she wanted 
to begin religious training. The nearest synagogue 
was miles away so she began bringing the child to 
our Sunday school. 


Last summer a vacation Bible school was organ- 
ized. Every day she brought her child although it 
meant a bus trip, waiting three hours, and another 
bus trip home. She volunteered to help with the 
recreation of the youngsters in their play period 
and did a fine job. 


Two blocks from the church lived one of our 
members who was approached about sending her 
child to school. No, she couldn’t bring him. Well 
someone would pick him up. No, that wouldn’t do 
either. She couldn’t get him dressed and ready by 
nine o’clock. 


Is it not often true that those outside the house- 
hold of faith “are in their generation wiser” than 
many who call themselves “Christian?’”” —Herbert 
N. Gibney, (Saugerties, N. Y.) in The Chaplain, 
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(Text: Col. 3:1-4) 
“If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those 
things which are above ... ” 


By Rev. Robert F. Gribble, D.D. 


Austin, Tex. 


Much ado is commonly made concerning Easter. 
The stress varies. For many, there is a forty day 
period of preparation. For others, there is a whole 
week of particular significance. For still others, it 
is merely one day. And for yet one more group, one 
hour is all! Mardi Gras, or Shrove Tuesday; then 
Ash Wednesday; then Lent—this is the long period. 
Holy Week—which is now so generally stressed 
even among Protestants, and including Presby- 
terians—Holy Week includes Maunday Thursday 
and Good Friday. Then comes the one Day—Resur- 
rection Day. And we must not omit the single hour 
—Church attendance on one day in the whole 
calendar of fifty-two Sundays! —Then all is over! 
Easter gone! 


The text speaks just to this point. “If ye then be 
risen with Christ ...” In these words we read the 
great rule of life. It is presented in the form of an 
injunction, an appeal, an exhortation. It is pitched 
upon the plane of three great facts: The Resurrec- 
tion, the Death, and the Coming-again of the Lord. 
And this great rule is fortified by three powerful 
reasons. Now, inasmuch as Christianity is rooted in 
monumental facts, Christianity also demands great 
living to match! Nor is this living unnatural: it is 
normal for the Christian. It is sane. It is saving to 
man, glorifying to God, satisfying to those whose 
lives the Christian touches. 


In this text then we have two divisions: The Ex- 
hortation and Its Antecedents—here is the outline 
for this message: “After Easter, What?” 


I. The Exhortation. “If ye then be risen with 
Christ, seek those things which are above.” What 
does Easter mean? (What does every Lord’s Day 
mean?) It was originally a pagan festival; but 
custom has given it a large place in life for Chris- 
tendom. Is its meaning merely the Resurrection? 
Surely more. It means the reality of the spiritual. 
Life is more than money and clothes and automo- 
biles and radios. There are things which eye hath 
not seen—the physical eye, and which ear hath not 
heard—the physical ear, and heart hath not enter- 
tained—the physical heart. The Bible gives clear 
statement that the things which are seen are 
temporal, while the things which are not seen are 
eternal. And science agrees with this word: one 
cannot grasp the enduring things in this life by 
means of the senses: faith, hope, love, the soul! 
The resurrection of our Lord stamps the seal of 
truth upon all that which He spoke. And regarding 
the spiritual as being the real and the worth-while, 
He declared; What shall it profit a man if he shall 
gain the whole world and lose his own soul? And 
He challenged: What shall a man give in exchange 
for his soul? It is these unseen things which are the 
“things above.”’ And again, Easter should teach us 
that life has purpose. Our Lord did not come into 
this world for pleasure! He came to save, and be- 
cause human life, from the standpoint of God, is 
worth saving! Here immediately springs to mind: 


“For God so loved the world ...” We are not 
creatures of a day, to perish like the brute. 


“Into this universe and WHY not knowing, 
“Nor WHENCE, like water willy-nilly flowing; 
“And out of it as wind along tle waste, 

“I know not WHITHER, willy-nilly blowing.” 


Thus speaks the pagan; but for us, never! The 
Saviour’s work is in order to our work and the 
achievement of our goal; and that work and that 
goal are expressed in no higher terms than the 
words of the Westminster Shorter Catachism: 
““Man’s chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy 
Him FOREVER!” And once more, the Resurrection 
Day means the supremacy and finality of love. 
“Having loved His own He loved them unto the 
end.” “Herein is love, not that we loved God but 
that He loved us and sent His Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins.’”’ In monumental brief we 
read that love: He Who was in the form of God 
thought his equality with God not a thing to be 
selfishly held on to, but made Himself of no reputa- 
tion, and took upon Him the form of a servant, 
and being made in fashion as a man, He humbled 
Himself and became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross ...! There is love in its supreme 
demonstration, love victorious over all foes; love 
that is stronger than death and mightier than the 

ave. Here is life’s compelling force, whether 

ivine or human. That which is involved then in 
the idea which we call Easter is salvation. O Spirit- 
ual beings, with a purposeful existence, objects of 
His love, this day tells us that we are risen with 
Him! For Easter is not the end of a period of time, 
whether month, or week, or day, or hour: Easter is 
the beginning of life! 


Hence therefore we who are saved, we who know 
the reality of the resurrection—to us comes the call 
to be the kind of folk we ought to be. We must 
seek those things which are above, the real things, 
the true things, the spiritual verities. We must set 
our affections on things above, not on things on 
the earth. We are to live the full Christian life. We 
are to come up to our heritage. There are three 
classes of people according to one division in the 
Scripture: the natural, the carnal, the spiritual. The 
first is the non-Christian, who has never turned to 
the Saviour: the second is the one who has begun, 
but only begun, the Christian life; the third is the 
believer who is in possession of the truth and 
attempting honestly and earnestly to live according 
to it. Now the address of the text, and its great 
exhortation, are to those in the second class, to 
bring them into the third class. They are to set 
before them nothing less than the measure of the 
stature of the fulness of Christ. Here then is the 
exhortation, the great rule of life: “Seek those 
things which are above...” 


Now come the antecedents to the exhortation, the 
bases for it, the reasons annexed. They are three. 
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First: “Ye are dead.” This seems utterly contradic- 
tory, impossible—those who are dead urged to 
engage in activities because they are dead! The 
word dead in the Scriptures needs explanation. In 
II Corinthians 5:14, we read: If one died for all 
then (literally) all died. That is, what took place in 
regard to Him, took place also in regard to them. 
They are tied to Him by faith: His death is their 
death. Once we were dead in trespasses and sins: 
now, we are in a very different sense, dead TO 
sin! The “old” man is crucified with Him. We 
reckon ourselves indeed to be dead to sin, though 
alive unto God. In the high idealism of the Apostle 
Paul: —“The world is crucified to me and I to the 
world.” This means that the old life, of sin, and of 
estrangement, and of rebellion against God and 
H's will for our lives, is gone! Here is separation. 
We are to seek the things above, then, because we 
are dead! The next antecedent is: Your life is hid 
with Christ in God. This means that one who knows 
the resurrection life, should live accordingly, i.e. 
—for the things which are above, because he is 
saved eternally. Does this seem contradictory? Is 
it illogical? But the Bible resounds with the 
thought: No man can pluck them out of my Father’s 
hand; my Father is greater than I. And: Wherefore 
(in view of what has gone before) He is able to 
save them to the uttermost (clear out to the end 
of the time, completely) that come unto God by 
Him. Does assurance of salvation lead to living 
contrary to the Gospel? Some may think this to be 
true. But history indicates that the opposite is 
rather the truth. In debate on an occasion, his 
opponent asked one of the Presbyterian notables 
named Alexander, if he believed that “once saved 
always saved.”’ Hearing the affirmative reply, he 
said: “‘Then if that were true I would take my fill 
of sin.” To this the rejoinder came: “How much 
sin do you think it takes to fill a Christian? Indeed 
the proof of real Christianity is the desire an 

attempt of the professing Christian to live as seek- 
ing those things which are above! Can one imagine 
that because a son is beloved by his parents and is 
given their protection and blessing, having all of 
the privileges of the household, that son will there- 
fore and on such account, deliberately go contrary 
to the will of the parents, do despite to the family 
name, and bring disgrace upon all? Hardly! The 
rather will all these facts combine to compel him to 
do all that he can, to honor those to whom honor is 
due. “Your life is hid with Christ in God,” —here 
is preservation. 


The third antecedent follows: ‘““‘When Christ Who 
is our life shall appear, then shall ye also appear 
with Him in glory.” The golden age to come! —this 
leads us to seek the things which are above. Other 
religions look backward to some golden period in 
the past: Christianity is the religion that bids us 
look forward to the great day coming bye and bye. 
“The best is yet to be.” All Scripture points 
forward. Over and again He spoke of His coming 
again. He shall come a second time, having nothing 
to do that time, with sin, but looking to salvation. 
We are to appear with Him in glory. And in that 
reality to be, there shall be no more sorrow, nor 
crying ... And God shall wipe away all tears from 
our eyes. There shall be the glories of the world 
to come. Against that day, and in preparation for 
those great events, we all are to be ready, to watch, 
—we are to seek those things which are above! 
We shall appear with Him in glory, what a gather- 
ing of the ransomed that will be! This means that 
life is to be regulated in view of the great coming 
day. Even as children find their days colored and 
their conduct adjusted in the light of high times in 


the year, such for example as Christmas, so are we 
to live in view of our being with Him in glory. 
Here is expectation. 


And now to complete the picture, turn to the 
remainder of this chapter. In it we note HOW to 
seek. The Scripture is very plain. We are to PUT 
OFF something. Here are noted, immorality, in- 
temperance, idolatry. And we are to PUT ON some- 
thing. Here are character, and love and peace, and 
then, the Word of God and worship and prayer. 
These are all in the record. Search them out... A 
theologian of long ago, Tholuck, spoke thus: How 
dismal the thought that for those who seek things 
below, every day takes them farther and farther 
away from them. But how glorious the fact, that 
for those who seek things above, each day brings 
them nearer as abiding realities ... “Build thee 
= stately mansions, O my soul...” “Seek things 
above.’ 
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Cunningly Devised Fables 


By Rev. Lardner W. Moore 


(Sermon preached by Rev. L. W. Moore, retiring chairman, at the opening of the 
Annual Meeting of the Japan Mission in January.) 


II Peter 1:16, 19: “For we have not followed 
cunningly devised fables (myths) when we made 
known unto you the power and coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his 
majesty.” 


“We have also a more sure word of prophecy; 
whereunto ye do well to take heed.” 


Attention is called to the words “‘cunningly de- 
vised fables.”’” The King James and the American 
Standard Versions translate the word “‘fables.”’ The 
Revised Standard Version translates it ‘“‘myth”, 
which is no doubt closer to the original. Fables 
have to do with stories of animals which speak and 
talk like men, such as in Aesop’s Fables. But ac- 
cording to Webster a myth is “a story the origin 
of which is forgotten, ostensibly historical but 
usually such as to explain some practice, belief, 
institution, or natural phenomenon.” ‘‘A person or 
thing existing only in the imagination.” ‘‘Myths are 
especially associated with religious rites and 
beliefs.”’ A myth is a story “ostensibly historical” 
which explains a belief or institution associated 
with religion. 


It is very interesting that both Peter and Paul, 
at the close of their ministries warn the believers 
against myths. Paul says in 1 Tim. 1:3 “Neither 
give heed to fables (myths) and endless geneolog- 
ies” and again in 4:7 “But refuse profane and old 
wives’ fables (myths) and exercise thyself rather 
to godliness.” In 2 Tim. 4:4 “And they shall turn 
away their ears from the truth and shall be turned 
unto fables (myths).” And in Titus 1:13, 14 
“‘Wherefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be 
sound in the faith; not giving heed to Jewish fables 
(myths) and commandments of men, that turn 
from the truth.” 


The contrast is brought out clearly in the two 
verses of our text. Peter and the apostles knew that 
the religions of their day not only were based on 
myths but that the great majority of the people 
knew nothing of any other form of religion. So he 
says, “‘Yea, I will give diligence that at every time 
ye may be able after my departure to call these 
things to remembrance.” ‘“‘For we have not followed 
cunningly devised fables—but were eyewitnesses of 
his majesty.’”’ The religions of his day were recog- 
nized as being cunningly devised but Peter claimed 
the authority of one who with his own eyes had 
beheld the glory of Jesus or as we find it in John, 
‘‘we beheld his glory, glory as of the only begotten 
of the Father.” It will not be necessary to remind 
you that Paul bases his authority as an apostle on 
the fact that he had seen the Lord Jesus. 


And yet Peter goes on to say in the 19th verse 
“and we have a more sure word of prophecy.” We 
need not go into the discussion as to whether 
Peter meant to speak of the written word of the 
Old Testament as on a par with or above the testi- 
mony of the apostles; it is sufficient that Peter 
says we have a surer word since they had seen the 
Christ and his works, they had been given the 
Holy Spirit and even the Old Testament prophesies 


bore the sign and seal of the word of God spoken 
through holy men who so recorded it. The contrast 
between the myths that formed the basis of the 
other religions of his day and the “‘surer word” 

ang was the possession of the Christians of that 
ay. 


How the church has been cursed with myths in 
spite of the warning and assurance of these 
apostles! We can only refer to some of the myths 
which grew up in the Roman Catholic Church, many 
of them still cherished. The myths of the childhood 
of Jesus; how he and his friends made clay pigeons 
and when he commanded, they actually came to 
life and flew away. Or the myth of the Immaculate 
Conception; that is, that the Virgin Mary was 
born sinless. Or the myth that the Virgin Mary has 
special access to Jesus in Heaven and our prayers 
will be answered more readily if made through her. 
Or the assumption of pontifical authority by the 
Apostle Peter. All of these things are held as his- 
torical and much of the life of that church is built 
on the assumptions associated with them. 


As for us here in Japan, we blushed with shame 
as we read of the ceremonies throughout the land 
and the world as the arm of Xavier was carried 
from city to city. We grieved to hear the Japanese 
Buddhists referring to those performances as being 
very similar to Buddhist practice. It would seem 
to insult the reason of man, to say nothing of the 
power of our Lord, and yet the whole mythical 
ritual was carried out by a world church. 


But has Protestantism, or the Protestant Church, 
a better record? Since the name of Reinhold Nie- 
buhr of Union Seminary, New York, has been in 
the religious news, Japanese ministers have asked 
me of his theological views. Being ashamed to say 
I had not read any of his books, I was compelled to 
buy his ‘“‘The Nature and Destiny of Man.” In that 
book, he speaks not infrequently of ‘“‘the myth of 
the fall’ (of Adam). In other words here was a 
so called leader of Protestantism who believes that 
some of the theories of Genesis are based on myth. 


It has not been more than ten years ago that I 
sat in a church in New York and heard Dr. George 
Buttrick, also of Union Seminary, preach a sermon 
based on “that beautiful myth’ of the raising to 
life of the man thrown on Elisha’s bones, found in 
2 Kings 13. Now when I was in the Seminary in 
Richmond some thirty years ago, it was generally 
understood that Union New York had departed 
from the faith as to the authenticity of the Bible. 
This year I find Dr. Buttrick speaking at the Cen- 
tennial of Austin College, and Dr. Coffin, of the 
same Seminary, invited to speak in Richmond. In 
other words, we find our own beloved church mak- 
ing common cause with men who believe that much 
of our Scripture and hence our religion originated 
in myth and legend. 


Now if we are to follow the counsel of the 
apostles appointed by our Lord we must not “be 
given to Jewish myths” and Peter denies that the 
things he preached had anything to do with “‘cun- 
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ningly devised myths.” If there are Jewish myths 
in the Old Testament they should be avoided and 
yet the leaders of Protestantism for the last half 
century have been more and more accepting, ap- 
proving and proclaiming the mythological origin of 
much of our Bible or, what is worse, they tell us, 
as long as we follow Jesus, it makes no difference. 


What of the effect of this teaching among the 
Japanese? Now it is readily admitted that the 
Shinto religion of the Japanese is based on myth. 
And there are among them stories which could not 
be published in the language of the people because 
of the actual filthiness of some of the deeds of the 
so-called gods. But they were “ostensibly historical’’ 
stories which were revered by hosts of people, old 
and young. What has modern Protestantism offered 
the Japanese in place of their own myths? We have 
witnessed the Christian Church trying to lead 
people to substitute “Jewish myths” for their own 
revered legends. It is easy to see how the mind of 
the modern Japanese refused to admit that “Jewish 
myths” were superior to Japanese myths. And yet 
we find modern Protestantism trying to do just 
that. It is no wonder that there were and still are, 
many Japanese who felt that they could fit the 
moral precepts of the New Testament onto the 
mythological origins of Shinto. At this point, Protes- 
tantism has done, not only the cause of Christ, but 
the intellectual feelings of the Japanese people a 
deep injury; an injury which is more devastating 
than the atom bomb since the atom bomb had to 
do with physical death while belief in myths is 
equivalent to “‘turning away from the truth.” 


But there is another myth which Protestantism 
is propagating to the injury of the cause of truth 
in Japan. It is that the defeat in war has wrought 
a miracle in the hearts of the Japanese people. 
Shinto is dead! The Japanese are turning to the 
church in crowds! If defeat in war can bring true 
repentance to the heart of the people, where is the 
work of the Holy Spirit in conversion? It is true 
that doors have been opened to the free course of 
the gospel but we also know that as far as the 
hearts of the people are concerned there is more 
knavery of every kind going on freely in Japan 
than was allowed under the regime of the Militar- 
ists. The doors have been opened both Ways and it 
does no good to us nor to the work to preserve 
“cunningly devised myths.” 


What can we as a Mission offer the Japanese? 
It is our glorious opportunity and duty to present 
the truth of God in contrast to myths, Jewish or 
otherwise. Luther and Calvin found the world of 
their day so burdened with myth and legend that 
it Was impossible to tell what was Christian and 
What was not. What did they do? They turned to 
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‘the surer word of prophecy” namely, the Old and 
New Testaments. They proclaimed the evil of myths 
on every hand as man made and as the work of the 
Devil. In contrast, they proclaimed God’s word 
from Genesis to Revelation as of God and true and 
for the edification of all, both Jew and Greek. If 
the Old Testament is myth, let us shun it as we 
would poison. If the Virgin Birth and the Resur- 
rection are myth, let us face the facts and tear 
these legends out of our Bibles and be fair with our 
fellow workers, be they American or Japanese. But 
the testimony in our hearts bears witness with the 
testimony in the Scriptures that they are the word 
of God. We are a Mission which has taken its stand 
on the word of God as defined in our Confession of 
Faith. If we hold fast we will be able to repair a 
part of the breach in the wall in defense of our 
faith and with the sword of the Spirit which is the 
word of God, we can go forth to breach the gates of 
Hell. No, not with “cunningly devised myths” but 
by “a more sure word of prophecy.” 
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The Best One Ye 


By Bill Iverson 
Columbia Theological Seminary 


Decatur ... Georgia 


I had a birthday today, and it truly was the best 
one yet. There were plenty of nice rememberances 
from my loved ones and friends. I heard that song 
again for the 22nd time—the one that even the 
monotones can sing. But the finest gift that I 
received was right from the heart of God. It was 
not exactly a gift to me, and yet it was... God so 
loved the world that He gave His Son, and God was 
so gracious to me this day that He used me to 
present this unspeakable gift to one for whom 
Christ died. So you see why I say that this is the 
finest birthday I ever had. 


Now the birth of Jesus Christ in the heart of this 
lost one was on this wise. I had been given a car 
of dubious quality in the town where I was supply 
preacher. Because of certain circumstances, I was 
forced to give it a trial run back to school 100 
miles away. Having missed my bus the night be- 
fore,,and not wanting to wait an entire day for 
another, and having an exam under a certain Wm. 
C. R. quite imminent, I was compelled to do this 
thing. And so it was that God through these small 
matters was leading me to one of those for whom 
he gave His Only Begotten. 


Let me say here, that in this matter of soul- 
winning, we are no more than the empty glove into 
which the Mighty Surgeon inserts His Hand, that 
He might perform the wondrous operation of grace. 
Oh that I could be so led moment by moment, that 
24 hours a day the Living Christ could woo and 
win those precious souls for whom he gave His dear 
life’s blood. I think that Paul had this idea in II 
Corinthians 4:10 when he said, “Always bearing 
about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, 
that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest 
in our body. Yes, this is the secret of soul-winning 
all right. If I have been made conformable to His 
death so that I am crucified with Christ, behold— 
nevertheless I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
me. And if Jesus once more walks among men, 
shall He not touch all those that should come unto 
Him, and shall he not win them in the same loving 
and skillful way as He did 1950 years ago. He gave 
the Water of Life to the woman at the well! Can 
He not once more point to the unregenerate heart 
even as He did Nicodemus and say, “Ye must be 
born again?” It is the same powerful Christ of 
yesterday who today saves dying men, and who 
tomorrow will come to take these to Himself. And 
so I say, that if I consent to die to self moment by 
moment, I will be a soul-winner moment by 
moment, yet not I, but the great Soul-Winner by 
the Holy Spirit working through my mortal flesh. 
How often I do seek to serve God in my own 
strength and wisdom, forgetting that He does not 
ask me to DO, but to DIE, that Jesus can continue 
to do those things which He began in His earthly 
ministry—through me. 


Thus God did so mould the circumstances that 
this one should hear the story of the cross, and 
come to know Jesus. I believe that the Spirit direc- 
ted just as certainly here as He did when He direc- 
ted Philip to the Ethiopian eunuch in the desert. 
And not only that, but this one was also prepared 


by the Spirit even as the eunuch, so that all I had 
to do was to explain who this Jesus was that was 
‘“‘Led as a lamb to the slaughter” and why He went 
to that slaughter. 


And so it was, that as I was leaving the outskirts 
of Athens, I saw Leroy, and asked him to “join 
himself” to my chariot, so called. (This was the 
opposite of the happening in Philip’s case.) Leroy 
was just 16 years old, although he appeared some- 
what older. When I discovered that He had worked 
on a farm all of his life, I knew why he was so 
soon matured. As we talked, I discovered that he 
had never been inside of a church! I hardly believed 
that possible in these United States. He said that he 
lived far out in the country, and ten miles from the 
nearest church. Then of all things, he did not even 
know who Jesus was! 


How my heart went out to this boy. Here I had 
grown up in a home where the story of the Saviour 
was the first I ever heard, and I just can’t remem- 
ber the time that I did not love Him and believe on 
Him. Is it possible? Here at my side is one of the 
reverse experience. He only knew ‘Jesus’ as a 
curse word instea@ of the Fount of every blessing. 
He had grown up without knowing what I had 
always known. At this time God wag giving me the 
strangest of opportunities to tell the story of His 
love to one who had never heard it before. 


So with 4 prayer in my heart for this lost one, 
I started out. I had to start from scratch, and so 
I did. Just as the Ethiopian was led to Christ on 
the basis of his trust in God’s Word. I sought to 
show this one how God (he did believe in God—said 
he couldn’t help it) would not make the world and 
put us in it without leaving some Word and Plan 
with us. Just as he wouldn’t build a chicken-coop, 
put his chickens in it, and then run off and leave 
it for good without having any plans for it. So 
Leroy said that he wouldn’t do any such a “thing, 
and wouldn’t expect God to. 


With the Bible established, | showed him how 
there we learn who God is, why He made the world, 
why He made us, why we men are bad, how we 
can be made good, and how much these plans to 
make us good cost. 


He was a bright boy and caught on to this 
quickly, as the Spirit worked in his heart. He under- 
stood that all had sinned and that this included him. 
He understood that if a human mother and father 
had to punish wrong, God would. He understood 
that a judge would be fired if he let all the murder- 
ers go, and we could certainly expect no less of a 
perfectly just God. He accepted the fact that the 
wages of sin is death, since God said so in the Plan. 


Finally, he came to understand that God loved 
him, and that if God loved him, he would try to 
make a way for him to escape this eternal death in 
the “bad place.’’ So I told him the story of the 
court room scene where the judge had to pass a 
sentence on his boyhood playmate, Charlie Andrews. 
He loved Charlie, for it was Charlie who had taught 
him to fly a kite, play marbles, fish, trap, ete. l 
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told how this good, just judge stepped down from 
the bench and paid the fine when his poor, thieving 
friend could not pay, and how the clerk marked 
PAID by Charles Andrews, when he really didn’t 
pay at all. I told of how the judge and Charlie 
walked from the courtroom arm in arm, and how 
the judge took him to his own mansion to live. 
THEN I told him how the Son of God stepped 
down from His throne in heaven to pay the penalty, 
the fine of death, with His own Life. I told him 
how this is marked PAID by Leroy, even though 
Leroy, who couldn’t pay, didn’t really pay at all. 
Then I told of the wonderful mansion that Jesus 
had to which He would take him. 


When my friend learned that all he had to do 
was to believe this, a bright smile came on his face, 
a smile which showed the light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God, as revealed in the face of Jesus 
Christ. This young fellow at this moment was truly 
delivered from the power of darkness, and trans- 
lated into the Kingdom of God’s dear Son. He 
made a good profession of his faith in Christ, and 
was hopefully converted. What a thrill to see 
another precious soul born into the household of 
faith, and through it all, to see the Mighty God 
working, His wonders to perform. And the wonder 
of it all, is that He chooses to use insignificant, 
weak, sinful creatures such as you and me in the 
calling of dying men to the pierced side of that 
ee Saviour, who loved us, and gave Himself 
or us. 


Prayer And Soul-Winning 


By Rev. A. P. Dickson 
Greensboro, N. C. 


Unlike some gifted soul-winners, this writer has 
had no spectacular experiences in personal evangel- 
ism, nor what might be called dramatic outcomes 
in personal interviews, but rather what might be 
called “run of the mine” experiences. However, he 
would like to stress one fundamental requirement 
in all true and successful evangelism, mass or 
personal, which he feels does not receive due 
emphasis, and that is, definite, continued importun- 
ate prayer for the unsaved round about us, and to 
whom we speak as opportunity offers. It is our 
belief that no one is ever saved, unless some one, 
somewhere, at some time, has prayed for him or her. 
Sometimes it is the salvation of a wayward son, 
brought to Christ in answer to a mother’s earnest, 
importunate entreaties, though that mother may 
have gone to her reward. 


Some twelve or fifteen years ago we had a 
prayer list of ten persons, adults, some of them 
heads of families, within the bounds of this congre- 
gation. Personal interviews had failed to win them. 
then a few of us agreed to pray daily for their 
salvation. After a while, one by one they came, and 
in a revival, several, till within a few years eve 
one of them had accepted Christ and united wi 
the church. We think of three of them especially, 
fathers of families, who for several years now have 
been deacons in this church, and all earnest, effi- 
cient officers. It was concerted, persistent prayer 
that did it. Of course, there have been many others 
through the years. And in these days, when it is 
increasingly difficult to get the unsaved to come 
to church or revival meetings, and often difficult 
to secure personal interviews with them, the neces- 
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sity of intercessory prayer is all the more urgent. 
Every Christian can engage in it, including shut-i 
and without it all efforts in evangelism, person 
or mass, must fail of their objective. It is said that 
Mr. Moody’s first visit to England, when thousands 
were saved, was in answer to earnest, importunate 
prayer on the part of a bed-ridden saint in a 
country district, that God would send “that man 
Moody” to England. 


God can use, and so often does use, a word fitly 
spoken, and backed by prayer, to the conversion of 
lost sinners. Many years ago, in our first pastorate, 
in the mountains of Virginia, we met a man on the 
road one day, a man who lived near one of our 
chapels and who regularly came there to —_s 
services, but who was not a Christian. We presente 
to him the claims of Christ, he readily accepted, 
and then teld us that never before had any one 
ever spoken to him about his soul. He was then 
about forty-five years of age. He soon united with 
the church’ and became an active and useful 
member. 


Some few years ago the oil man came to our 
house to fill the tank. We were talking by the tank 
in the basement, as the oil poured in. The con- 
versation came around to someone, a young person, 
who had recently died, when the writer remarked: 
“Well, we have long since come to the conclusion 
that a thousand years from now, or even a hundred, 
it will not matter so much when we died as how we 
died.” This man told us some time ago that that 
remark was the means of his conversion; said he 
could not get away from those words till he sur- 
rendered to Christ. He is now an active, happy 
Christian, clean-cut and whole-souled. 


In a recent successful season of visitation evan- 
gelism in this church the value and necessity of 
intercessory prayer were very manifest. Only by 
much prayer do we believe that the outcome would 
have been so gratifying, when, on one Sunday, 
twenty-six persons united with the church, on pro- 
fession and by certificate. Yes, let us continually 
pray the Lord of the Harvest, for “it works.” 
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Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For May 7: Hosea - The 
Man And His Message 


Scripture: Hosea. Devotional Reading: Psalms 
121:1-8. “The house of Jehu, the fifth dynasty, 
held the throne of Israel when Hosea was called to 
prophesy for the northern kingdom. He was the son 
of Beeri, and in the opening statement of the 
prophecy he tells us that he labored during the time 
of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah of Judah, 
and during the reign of Jeroboam II who came to 
the throne of Israel in the thirty-eighth year of 
Uzziah and was contemporary with him for four- 
teen years. He was the most powerful representa- 
tive of the Jehu dynasty. During his reign was ful- 
filled a prophecy spoken by Jonah (2 Kings 14:25) 
in which he was victorious over the Syrians. It is 
possible that Hosea witnessed the fall of Israel 
which he prophesied in greater detail than did 
Amos. 


The style of this prophet is metaphorical and 
figurative. His messages are exceptional in their 
variety of thought and emotional coloring. His 
feelings are intense and he is called “the weeping 
prophet” of Israel as was Jeremiah of Judah. By 
unusual imagery Israel is represented as the adult- 
erous wife of Jehovah, but eventually will be re- 
fined and recovered. ‘‘Hosea had the temperament 
of the lyric poet, and many of his passages are 
odes and dirges pure and simple. In ‘tragic pathos’ 
he is unexcelled.’”’ (Analytical Bible). 


“Fearful” and “Tearful” are two words which 
aptly describe the message of Hosea. As in the case 
of other prophets, the personal life and experiences 
of the prophet are used to illustrate and make clear 
his meaning. Hosea had a fearful and tearful 
experience in his own married life. Let me quote 
from the Primary and Junior Topics: “Hosea had 
a family. There were his wife and three children. 
But the mother was dissatisfied. She left her 
family. They were distressed and sad. They were 
lonesome too. They lived as best they could. One 
day Hosea heard that his wife was being sold in 
the slave market. He went to the market, re- 
deemed his wife, and brought her home” (How 
typical is this of the redeeming work of Christ! He 
came, too, to the slave market to redeem all of 
the slaves of sin and Satan). “Hosea helped people 
to see that God loves and forgives and brings close 
to Him again those who have done wrong, if they 
will let Him.” 


The very names of his children are most reveal- 
ing and typical. His first son was named Jezreel, 
(1:4); his daughter, Loruhamah, (1:6); his second 
son, Lo-ammi, (Get the meanings in these verses). 


The Topic for the Intermediate-Senior group is 
“From wrong to Right,” and for the Young People- 
Adults, “‘Moral Decline.’”’ These topics are very 
suggestive in the treatment of the Message of 
Hosea. I wish to dwell on this as seen in 4:1-9; 6: 
1-3; 10:12-13. 


I. Hosea 4:1-9: The Plight of Israel. 
1. “No truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God 


in the land.” Any nation is in a fearful condition 
when these words can be used to describe it. 


God had given Israel the Truth, a solid founda- 
tion for national and social and individual strength. 
The Moral Law was based upon Truth. But they had 
departed from the truth and believed and followed 
lies. As I write these notes one of the prominent 
men of our country stands convicted of perjury. lI 
talked to a lawyer recently and he said that perjury 
is one of the most common sins in every court 
room. Other forms of lying abound. 


Mercy goes hand in hand with truth. ‘‘Truth and 
Love” is a wonderful combination. Truth must have 
a heart; lowe needs a moral backbone. 


Knowledge of God lies back of Truth and Love. 
This knowledge had been given to Israel in the 
Revelation which was their heritage. 


2. There is nought but swearing, and lying, and 
killing, and stealing, and committing adultry. When 
truth and mercy and the knowledge of God leave, 
then these evils inevitably take their places; the 
heart of man abhors a vacuum. 


3. Now comes the consequence of their folly and 
sin: the land shall mourn, and everyone that 
dwelleth therein shall languish: even the birds and 
beasts and fish shall be taken away. Therefore 
shalt thou fall. The decline and fall of every nation 
has come as a consequence of sin; iniquity has been 
their ruin. 


4. In verse 6 we have the root of these awful 
sins and the cause of this fearful judgment: “My 
people are destroyed for lack of knowledge’’; be- 
cause they have rejected knowledge. God has clear- 
ly revealed himself; all men are without excuse, 
especially those to whom the Law of God has been 
given. Israel had this written revelation, as well as 
oe revelation of God in Nature. They had rejected 
this. 


Are we not doing the same thing in America? 
The knowledge of God is our heritage, but we are 
rejecting it and turning to all sorts of folly. Our 
punishment will be as sure and as sore as the 
punishment of Israel. It is a fatal sin to reject the 
knowledge of God. 


II. A Plea to Return: 6:1-3. “‘Come and let us 
return unto the Lord.” He gives a double reason: 
He hath torn, and He will heal; He has smitten, 
and He will bind us up.” God has to chasten His 
people: the object of chastisement is to cause us to 
return. Hosea knew the severity and also the 
lovingkindness of the Lord. 


In Verse 3 we have a recipe for knowing God. 
“Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the 
Lord.” Jesus puts it in these words,” If any man 
wills to do, he shall know. Disobedience, or an un- 
willingness to follow on, will shut the door to any 
real understanding of God. 


True refreshment, like the rain from heaven will 
come, if we return to him. Only those are happy 
who come back to God. The Prodigal in the far 
country, miserable and bankrupt, came to himself, 
and then said, “I will arise and go to my father.” 
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Hosea is pleading with Israel to do the same thing, 
as a nation. 


Will America ever be a happy land again? 
Certainly we are far from it now. Times of refresh- 
ment, “happy days,” will come to us when we turn 
from our sins and “let Jesus come into our hearts.”’ 


Will this old world ever be a happy place for 
men to inhabit? It will never be such a place until 
there is a returning unto the Lord. 


What about our own hearts, and our homes? It 
is sin that is causing all the sorrow in our own 
souls, and in our relation to each other as husband 
and wife, as parents and children. 


“Come and let us return unto the Lord.” Here 
is a command and an invitation: here is the start- 
ing point for a gracious Revival. 


III. Plowing and Reaping: 10:12-13. Of all the 
illustrations used in the Bible, those about farming 
are the most easily understood and practical, it 
seems to me. (Perhaps this is because I love the 
country). The Parable of the Sower, (or the Soils), 
with it explanation, is an example. In these two 
verses the prophet is urging his people to do a very 
sane and practical thing in their lives. 


“Sow to yourselves in righteousness.” Be not 
deceived, God is not mocked, for whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap: he that soweth to 
the flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; he that 
soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life 
everlasting. These familiar words from Paul cor- 
respond to the words of Hosea. Israel had been 
plowing wickedness and reaping iniquity: this was 
the natural result. He is pleading with them to sow 
good seed and reap mercy. 


“Break up your fallow ground”; Idle and wasted 
land, which they were failing to cultivate. (Near 
me, as I write, there are many neglected fields 
growing up in broomsage, briers, and bushes, which 
a few years ago bore good crops). I can also see 
in my mind, many parents who are neglecting their 
— and failing to sow good seed in their 

earts. 


We in America need to break up our fallow 
ground. It is time to seek the Lord: it is time we 
were sowing some good seed both in our own hearts 
and in the hearts of others. Are there not some 
unused fields near each of us? It is a fine thing to 
seek to cultivate fields in foreign lands; but there 
is an opportunity nearer. There are multitudes of 
boys and girls who are growing up like heathen in 
our midst. May the Spirit help us to see some 
“fallow ground,” and break it up for the Lord, and 
sow some good seed in it! 


Lesson For May 14: Hosea Reveals 
God's Forgiving Love 
Scripture: Hosea. Devotional Reading: Psalms 


130. “Out of the depths have I cried unto thee, O 
Lord.” Sin has put us all “in the depths.” It has 


played havoc with the human race, for, “All have. 


sinned and come short of the glory of God.” 


“But there is forgiveness with thee.” “I believe 
in the forgiveness of sins.” Yes, all of God’s chil- 
dren believe in this, for He has forgiven our sins. 


“With thee is plenteous redemption.” Thus, in 
Psalms 130 we have forgiveness of sins founded on 
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redemption: “He shall redeem Israel from all his 


_iniquities.” 


What is Justification? Justification is an act of 
God’s free grace, wherein he pardoneth all our sins, 
and accepteth us as righteous in His sight, only 
for the righteousness of Christ, imputed to us and 
received by faith alone. How does Christ execute 
the office of a priest? Christ executeth the office 
of a priest, in his once offering up of himself a 
sacrifice to satisfy divine justice, and reconcile us 
to God, and in making continual intercession for us. 


The Bible plainly teaches that forgiveness is 
possible only because of what God has done in 
Christ to make atonement for our sins and recon- 
cile us to Him. God does not simply forgive without 
anything being done about sin. God is just, as well 
as merciful and the great question of Paul, How 
can God be just, and at the same time justify the 
ungodly? is answered by the sacrifice of Christ on 
the Cross. He made Him to be sin for us Who 
knew no sin, that we might be made righteous in 
Him. He died*for our sins; therefore God can 
freely forgive all those who trust in Him. 


In Hosea we see the forgiving love of God re- 
vealed in a most striking manner. 


I. As illustrated in the prophet’s home life. (The 
whole Book). Hosea had an unfaithful wife who 
left home and deserted her husband and children. 
So Israel had been unfaithful, forgotten God, 
wandered away, and given themselves over to 
idolatry. This was spiritual adultery. 


Hosea bought his wife back for fifteen pieces of 
silver and a homer and a half of barley. He paid 
the ransom price. So Christ came to the slave 
market and bought us, not with silver or gold or 
grain, but with His own precious blood: He gave 
His life a ransom for many. The words for redemp- 
tion in the New Testament mean, (1) to go to the 
slave market, (2) to go with the purpose of buying, 
(3) to pay the price, (4) to set free. The redemp- 
tion of Christ is indeed, “plenteous redemption”: 
it is sufficient for the sins of the whole world: it 
is efficient for those who will accept Him. 
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Hosea’s experience with his unfaithful wife fitted 
him to understand and deliver God’s message to an 
unfaithful nation—a nation that had treated God 
as his wife had treated him. He loved his erring 
wife and took her back to his home. So God loved 
Israel, (Ephraim, the larger tribe, is spoken of), 
and took her back. She was chastened for her sins, 
however. 


We might think of God’s wonderful love for 
Israel, Ephraim, and for us, in three ways as 
suggested by our three selections: (1) His Drawing 
Love, (2) His Patient Love, (3) His Healing Love. 


II. His Drawing (or Redeeming) Love: 11:1-4: 
“T taught,” “I drew them—with bands 
of love.” 


1. When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and 
called my son out of Egypt. This verse not only 
refers to God’s dealings with Israel in Egypt, but 
is referred to as pointing to the calling of His Son, 
Jesus, out of Egypt. (See Matthew 2:15). The 
bitter experiences of Israel in Egypt after the 
death of Joseph, are well known to us. The Egyp- 
tians made their lives bitter with hard bondage. 
They were down-trodden slaves. Then God, through 
Moses, called them out of the land of bondage to 
be a free people. They were redeemed by blood. 
(Discuss the symbolic nature of the Passover). It 
was love—gracious love—that led Him to redeem 
and lead His people out of the land of slavery. 


2. “I taught Ephraim also to go.” The whole 
book of Numbers is a record of the teaching and 
training of Israel. The nation was but a race of 
slaves: they had to be organized, to be trained to 
fight, to be taught to trust God. The Wilderness 
journey was a hard, but most valuable experience. 
They learned to look to God for guidance—He led 
them by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire 
by night; for protection, and victory over enemies 
like Amalek; for sustenance, as He fed them with 
manna and gave them water out of the rock. 


8. “I drew them with the bands of love.” Israel 
was an unlovely nation, yet He loved them: we are 
unlovely sinners, yet He loves us. We love, because 
He first loved us: herein is love, not that we loved 
God, but that He loved us, and gave His Son for 
us. God still calls, He still teaches, He still draws 
men with the bands of love. 


III. His Patient (Long-suffering) Love. 11:8-11: 
“How shall I give thee up, Ephraim?” ‘“‘Long- 
suffering” is one of the most beautiful parts of 
God’s marvellous character. (See Exodus 34:6,7). 


There were many times in the history of Israel 
when, but for God’s patient, long-suffering love, 
they would have been totally destroyed. Once was 
just after they had come out of Egypt, encamped 
at the foot of Sinai, they made the golden calf and 
were engaged in a revelry of unholy worship. Often 
during their journey to the Promised Land they 
caused God’s righteous anger to wax hot against 
them. During the time of the Judges; later, when 
they rejected Him as King and desired a king like 
the nations around them; then, over and over, du- 
ring the time of the kings. 


“T am God and not man.” We lose our patience 
quickly. Peter said, how oft shall my brother sin 
against me and I forgive him? Not seven, but 
seventy times seven, replied the patient Saviour. So 
God did not forgive Israel seven times, but seventy 
times seven. He hath not dealt with us according 
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to our sins nor rewarded us according to our 
iniquities. 

He is also patient with His Church. I am sure 
that the Church had tried His patience even as 
Israel. He has had to chasten her, even as He 
chastened His chosen people, but He Who loved the 
Church and gave Himself for it will not cease to 
love those whom He has redeemed; having loved 
His own, He loved them unto the end. 


IV. The Healing Love of God: 14:4-9: “I will 
heal their backslidings.”’ 


His promise to the Church is that she shall be 
presented before God without spot or wrinkle or 
any such thing. God will have for His possession 
a beautiful spotless Church.” 


In these verses we have a very lovely picture of 
a rested and glorious nation. “‘I will be as the dew 
unto Israel.’’ The nation shall be refreshed. I think 
of what Peter said about “The times of refreshing” 
which shall come; “Happy Times.” A time of re- 
freshing would come for Israel, and we may expect 
such times to come upon the Church. Many are 
praying for such a time now: a gracious revival. 
As I write these words our hearts rejoice in the 
news of such a time in the city of Boston. God 
m1 that it may spread until it covers our entire 
and! 


“Grow as the lily.”” Who is this that cometh forth 
as the morning, fair as the moon, clear as the sun, 
and as terrible as an army with banners? The - 
is known for its pure beauty: even Solomon, in all 
his glory, does not have such lovely garments. So 
the nation, made ugly by sin and perpetual back- 
slidings shall be beautiful once more. 


“Cast forth his roots as Lebanon”’; strong as well 
as beautiful. ““‘What have I to do any more with 
Idols?”’; cured of idolatry, at last. How terribly does 
our Nation need such healing! 
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Young People’s Department 


By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Vesper Topics For May 
May 7: It Runs In The Family 


Introduction 

Our grandfathers used to listen to the music that 
came out of the big horn on the phonograph, our 
fathers have listened to the radio, and we are now 
spending our time in front of a television screen; 
but even though these gadgets have revolutionized 
our lives we are pretty much what our fathers and 
grandfathers have made us. There are notable ex- 
ceptions in individual cases but generally when the 
family of one generation is earnestly and sincerely 
spiritual, the next generation will follow in kind. 
Not only is this true but also the attitudes and 
practices that produce spirituality in the horse and 
buggy days will still produce spiritual character 
today in the age of airplanes. 


Our Vesper Topic for tonight reminds us of the 
importance of family attitudes and practices from 
generation to generation. Let us see from the stand- 
point of God two principles that are involved in 
this fact. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 


1. Our Covenant-Keeping God. Exodus 20:5-6. 
The second commandment prohibits idol worship 
and a reason is annexed to it, namely, that God 
visits the iniquity of the fathers upon the children 
unto the third and fourth generation. And by the 
same token also mercy from generation to genera- 
tion to those who keep his commandments. God has 
given us a promised blessing of the working of the 
Holy Spirit upon each generation of children and 
our God will keep His covenant. 


2. Our Commandment-Keeping Responsibility— 
Deuteronomy 6:6-9. We have a covenant keeping 
God who has promised to show mercy and blessing 
from generation to generation of those who trust 
Him. He has declared that He will keep His cove- 
nant when we accept the responsibility to keep His 
commandments. As the children of Israel came to 
the edge of the Promised Land Moses gave them 
these words of admonition in which he assured them 
that God would keep His word and bless them if 
they were faithful in passing on to the oncoming 
generation the truth of God. We too, must faith- 
fully pass on that truth of God if we wish to lay 
claim, for ourselves and our children, to the prom- 
ised blessings of God. How can we do that? In 
three ways. 


(a) A Consistent Life. You and I who believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ and claim to be willing to 
follow Him as Lord of life must live a life con- 
sistent with that profession. We must have the 
same quality of conversation among our friends 
that we have at church. The things that we do for 
fun must be the kind of things we know please God. 
Only as we are consistent can we claim the bless- 
ne of God for our generation and pass it on for 

e next. 


(b) A Concerned Life. If we are Christians, we 
have been saved from sin through faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Bei saved we must inevitably be 
concerned about others who are not saved. To be 


of a generation of people who claim salvation for 
ourselves yet who are unconcerned about salvation 
< A nw coming generation, is a travesty on true 
ai 


(c) A Consecrated Life. Wishing to keep the 
commandment of God, implemented by a consistent 
and concerned life, we must follow a consecrated 
life that includes faithful practice in worship, Bible 
study, prayer, personal evangelism and Christian 
service. 


Suggestions 


Presbyterian Youth suggests an order of worship 
built around either talks by a grandmother or 
grandfather, a mother or father, and a young 
person from the congregation; or a series of illus- 
trations from some family prominent in history, or 
by a skit put on by the young people. Whichever 
method you use, preface the program or skit by a 
study of the Scripture lesson pointing out the abid- 
ing principle upon which God operates. 


Following the program you might have a discus- 
sion of how the truth of this enters in our ex- 
perience as young people. For instance, what bear- 
ing does it have in chosing a wife or husband? 
What bearing does it have in my home right now? 


May 14: Identifying Fingerprints 


Every normal human hand has four fingers and 
a thumb that are vitally connected to and under 
the control of the head of the body. Everybody has 
hands and fingers that are very similar but the 
finger prints are different. 


The church of God is something like that. All of 
us who belong to the church, which is the body of 
Christ, have been vitally connected to Christ, the 
head, and have many things in common; but among 
the different groups within the church of God we 
have minor differences, which when considered 
from the standpoint of essential Christianity, are 
not much more important from the finger prints 
that differ om different hands. The important thing 
is the hand connected to the body that will do the 
work of the body. The important thing is to be 
vitally yielded to the spirit of Christ to do the 
work of Christ. 


Tonight in our program we are going to look at 
some of the identifying marks that show us to be 
Christians and yet at the same time Presbyterian 
Christians who differ slightly from other Christians 
over the world. For our Scripture lesson we first 
study a passage of Scripture which reminds us of 
that which is absolutely essential no matter the 
branch of the church to which we belong. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
1 John 1:1-7 


1. What our Religion Really is. Verses 1-4. Many 
people = the cart before the horse in religion and 
try to have the fruit without the root. Before we 
talk about different branches of the church or 
about what we ought to do in Christian service we 
need ever to come back to the very root of the 
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matter and see what our religion really is. There 
are three things intimated in these verses that are 
basic and fundamental. 


(a) Revelation of a Life. Verses 1-2. Our re- 
ligion is first of all based in a life that has been 
lived out among us and which has revealed the 
eternal life which is of God. Men have not dis- 
covered this life nor has this life been evolved out 
of other human lives. It is a revelation of the life 
of God, it is God incarnate in human flesh. 


(b) Fellowship in Life. Verse 3. Not only has God 
become flesh to reveal Himself to us but when we 
truly receive that life by faith in Jesus Christ we 
enter into a living dynamic fellowship with God and 
with other believers in Christ. 


(c) Joy of Life. Verse 4. So many people feel 
that to be religious is to take all the fun and kick 
out of life. But if the stories of the lives of millions 
of people tell anything at all they declare that to 
live for sin and self is to bring unhappiness and 
suffering into life and that the greatest joy in life 
comes from giving one’s self wholely to Christ in 
the fellowship of believers. This is our highest joy. 


Our religion then is simply this. God has revealed 
Himself to us in the life of His only begotten Son 
and when we receive that Son by faith we enter 
into a life of fellowship with God and with other 
believers that brings us joy and peace. 


2. What Our Religion Demands. Verses 5-7. When 
we enter into this fellowship, God demands of us 
certain things that will enable Him to use us for 


His own glory. What are these things? Two of 
them are indicated in these verses. 


(a) A Consistent Walk. Verses 5-6. When the 
gang used to come by my house and say, “‘Let’s go 
swimming,” in order to have fellowship with them, 
I had to go swimming. I could not have fellowship 
with them if I said, “You fellows go on down to 
the river and go swimming and I will go ride my 
bike on the other side of town.” So it is when we 
have fellowship with God it is inevitable and neces- 
sary that we live just like He would live, we must 
do just the things that He is doing in the world. 
What are these? We look at the Lord Jesus Christ 
as He worked among men and we see that if we 
work with God we will work even as Christ worked. 


(b) A Cleansed Life. Verse 7. When we seek to 
work as Christ worked we suddenly become aware 
of how far short we fall, and walking in the light 
of Christ’s word we see our own sins. But when we 
confess our sins God is faithful to cleanse us 
through the outpoured life of Christ. We can main- 
tain a consecrated walk only when day by day we 
haved a cleansed life. 


Suggestions 


In the program material in Presbyterian Youth 
many of the distinctive beliefs of Presbyterianism 
are brought out and various Scripture references 
to support them are cited. Follow, then, the pro- 
gram outline in Presbyterian Youth but preface the 
study with the Scripture Lesson as outlined above. 
For this truth is not only essential to being good 
Christians but it is essential to being good Presby- 
terian Christians. 


“Sunshine In My Coffee Cup” 
By Janie W. McGaughey 


The story is told of a lady who had a home with 
a kitchen on the west side of the house. At con- 
siderable expense she had renovations made in the 
home with the purpose of having her kitchen and 
dinette face the east. When asked by a friend for 
a reason for the change, she quickly replied, “‘Be- 
cause 1 want sunshine in my coffee cup.” 


“A peculiar person,” one might comment, yet 
there’s>4 great message bound up in her answer. 
“Sunshine in my coffee cup!’”’ Sunshine as the day 
begins. What a happy way of entering into a new 
day—a new week—a new year—not necessarily 
physical sunshine ,but the light that comes from 
looking into the face of the Son of righteousness 
morning by morning. As we turn our faces to Him 
and let His light and His beauty be seen by us, He 
will in turn be seen in us, and through us to others. 


Sunshine in our new Church year? Then, some 
changes in our schedules may need to be effected 
to make possible our beginning the year with God 
—changes that may cost us something. But how 
worthwhile will be the result. There will be yet 
larger demands made of us in the new year: as- 
suming increased responsibilities which are ours as 


Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


Christians in a day such as this; answering more 
calls to real intercession, requiring from us a day 
by day renewing and enriching of spiritual re- 
sources; learning different ways of doing the same 
tasks in our Church Work (and that is good, for 
it will get us out of ruts!) Who is sufficient for 
these things? Certainly we, in our own strength, 
are not. But “our sufficiency is of God.” He can 
and will multiply our ability, as we let Him. 


“The measure of the worth of our public activity 
for God is the private, profound communion we 
have with Him.” It is essential, therefore, that we 
begin each day with God, “looking unto. Him’’ in 
praise and contrition, in yieldedness and faith. As 
we daily. turn our hearts to “the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ,’”’ even before the sun shines in our “coffee 
cup”, so shall we be better ready to meet the op- 
portunities of each day of the new Church year. 


What The Tex-Mex 
Has Meant To Me 


My name is Carlos Buck Salazar. I am from 
Mexico City and I graduated from Texas-Mexican 
Industrial Institute near Kingsville, Texas, May, 
1949. 


Maybe it will be better to explain to you what 
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Tex.-Mex. is to give you a clearer idea of this 
home mission project of yours. 


First of all, it is a school. Our academic depart- 
ment in Tex.-Mex. is what I call really fine. The 
various subjects in Science, History, Mathematics, 
and so forth, are well taught by perfect examples 
of Christian teachers and above all the Bible is 
studied daily. 


Our School is also a workshop. Our Plan at Tex.- 
Mex. is arranged so that each boy works half of 
the day and studies the other half. We have a 
print shop, a carpenter shop, a laundry, and several 
other shops, as well as a large farm and dairy. 
Most of the buildings on our campus are from 
eighty to one hundred percent boy built. Friends 
provided materials, and we built them. 


We also have a fertile field for evangelism. Of 
all the boys who, year after year, have the oppor- 
tunity of coming to Tex.-Mex., more than half of 
them have never known Christ nor read His Word. 
But with the daily Bible classes, the interest and 
prayers of the teachers and friends, and the leading 
of the Holy Spirit, the great majority of those boys 
are baptized into our Presbyterian Church. 


Here we find a real missionary training ground. 
In our own young people’s meetings and Sunday 
school services, we learn to give expression to our 
Christian love. Each Sunday afternoon a group of 
students and a teacher go to conduct a mission 
Sunday school in a town thirty-three miles away. 
Once each month while I was at Tex.-Mex. it was 
my privilege to be one of the student group that 
broadcast a gospel service in Spanish from a 
neighboring radio station. 


More than all this, Tex.-Mex. is a challenging 
opportunity. Many boys like me have found a gate- 
way of opportunity for a new life at Tex.-Mex. 
Here hundreds have learned to know Christ and 
many have gone out to serve Him as useful Chris- 
tian citizens. But the fact that more than one 
hundred Mexican boys are refused admission each 
year is a disgrace to Presbyterianism. Tex.-Mex. 
is Home Missions and Foreign Missions combined. 
It is our Church’s best channel to reach the next 
generation of Mexicans in Texas and in Mexico. 


Tex.-Mex. means to me a second home, where I 
have been treated just like a son, with all my 
rights and obligations. I have found love, friends, 
happiness, education. It is true that.I have also 
found problems and troubles. Here I have met the 
harshness of a new life, but all has been worth- 
while. My character, once weak and flimsy, is now 
ready to follow a goal. My body, weak and thin at 
the beginning, is now well nourished. My education, 
short and elemental four years ago, has been in- 
creased. 


So Tex.-Mex. means for me the awakening of 
my whole spirit; new life, ambitions, promises, 
hopes, and above everything it is the turning point 
of a cold Christian life to a wonderful and marvel- 
ous new Christian life. 


My desire is to become a minister of the Word 
of God. I know I owe God everything. He has given 
me all I have. So my humble payment to Him is the 
consecration of my life to His holy ministry. 


—Carlos Buck Salzar. 


Realizing The Possibilities 
At Tex-Mex For A Mexican Lad 


A homeless boy, migrating with relatives from 
Mexico to Texas in search of work and a livelihood, 
Gregoria M. Valenzuela was indeed fortunate to 
find employment on a large ranch and plantation 
in South Texas. He was more fortunate that the 
wife of the owner of that ranch was a Christian 
woman whose love of the Master caused her to 
work to win for Him those who were her neighbors 
on the ranch. Gregorio was invited to the Sunday 
school. Mrs. A. P. Borden first noticed the clear 
voice with which he sang the Spanish hymns that 
were new to him. She was quick to use this interest 
to lead him on. Soon she and others associated with 
a him to Christ, as they taught him the gospel 
of love. 


Realizing the possibilities in this Mexican lad, 
Mrs. Borden sent him to the Texas-Mexican In- 
dustrial Institute near Kingsville, Texas, where 
she had alrea.'y placed other promising boys. There 
Gregorio “found himself” and developed latent 
abilities as his head, heart, and hand were trained 
in the six years he was in this home mission school. 


He was a member of the quartet which toured 
the Southern States and which sang in Montreat 
the summer of 1934. After graduating from Tex.- 
Mex., he received his further training in the Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary. As a member of 
the Texas Mexican Presbytery, he has held pastor- 
ates in Newgulf and Harlingen, and is now pastor 
of the San Pablo (St. Paul) Presbyterian Church 
in Houston. He has been successful not only as 
pastor but also as an evangelist. He has conducted 
the annual evangelistic services at Tex.-Mex. three 
times with splendid results. He has served as 
stated clerk of his presbytery and is now serving as 
the treasurer of the presbytery. He is also a trustee 
of Tex.-Mex. Institute. 


An alien in a strange land, he found a Friend. 
Aided by a good woman, he was given his chance 
at Tex.-Mex. What a return she has seen on her 
investment in the lad who is now pastor of a 
church in her present home city. 


Student Work 
1950 


During the war years thousands of devoted Chris- 
tian mothers who were sensitive ‘to the best for 
their children committed them with many apprehen- 
sions to the welfare of the Armed Forces. Never 
a day passed but they were concerned for the 
welfare of their children, concerned about the 
people with whom they were being thrown, con- 
cerned about their standards of morals and their 
senses of value. War was a serious thing and it 
warranted their concern. 


Yet each year the mothers of 50,000 Presby- 
terian students commit their children to an alien 
community called a college or university with never 
a qualm or concern. The odds of physical danger, 
of course, are diminished to the point of being 
negligible. But the dangers to minds, character, 
morals, and senses of value are in no way diminish- 
ed. Indeed, because of the absence of physical 
danger these dangers are all the more likely to 
take their toll, 
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It is in this area of the student’s life that the 
program of Presbyterian Student Work in the uni- 
versity or college community is brought to bear. 
Where there is a lack of concern on the part of 
home folks there is a vital concern on the part of 
Christian personnel in the university center. They 
are on the “‘firing-line,’’ so to speak. They see at 
first hand the need for a dynamic and vital witness 
to the Christian faith if students are to be strength- 
ened in the face of such solicitations. By their con- 
tinuous associations with concentrated groups of 
America’s youth they become keenly aware of how 
truly the fortunes of the future depend on the 
students of today. Tomorrow is always the present 
on a campus. And if the Church fails here, they 
ask, hasn’t it failed altogether? 


Therefore, student work is more than a half- 
hearted request of the students to maintain a nom- 
inal Church attendance record. Attendance in itself 
is a valueless habit unless it is coupled with a 
sense of significance. Student work as a program is 
keyed to the life of the university community. 
While not competing with the university, it never- 


theless intends to be as significant as the university. 


It challenges the students through group programs 
to consider the need and glory of bringing Christ 
down into everyday affairs. It provides a Christian 
fellowship through its social and recreational pro- 
gram and through its unity in Christ. It drives 
students to worship and leads them out to service. 
It creates lay theologians and young churchmen 
willing and able to take responsibile positions in 
home churches. It meets the students where they 
are and goes through their university life with them 
in the name of the living Christ. 


Lewis O. Waterstreet, 
Presbyterian Minister to Students, 
University of Arkansas, 
Fayetteville, Arkansas. 


FAITH THAT ISSUES IN SERVICE 


(Student Work At Mississippi 
State College For Women) 


Faith. “Jesus may come in the morning, Jesus 
may come at noon, Jesus may come in the evening, 
so keep your heart in tune.” 


The familiar words of this little chorus have a 
particular appeal for M.S.C.W. girls. Numerous 
are the groups that meet for devotions in early 
morning or at bedtime. But the noon-tide—the rush, 
the fervor, the ‘business’ of the noon hour! How 
many Christians pause for worship at midday? The 
Westminster Fellowship at M.S.C.W. has taken ad- 
vantage of the twenty minutes between lunch and 
afternoon classes to have a unique worship service, 
properly called “‘Noonday Prayer Service” but 
known to everyone as just ““Noonday.” The services 
are held daily, Monday through Saturday, and 
every day is different and inspiring. There is the 
hymn, the scripture, the short spoken message, and 
prayer at every service. Services are planned 
around a central theme for the week—tthen, differ- 
ent individuals give the services each day. The 
central theme holds the week’s services together, 
but the different speakers add originality and zest 
and enthusiasm to them. 


All students may come, and a surprising number 
attend the service. At noon the girls cross the 
street to Westminster House to worship God. Look- 
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ing back on several years of noonday services, one 
realizes they have been very enriching. The series 
by the local pastor, the guest speakers from the 
Presbyterian Church family, the missionary candi- 
dates, and, most of all, the deep meaning to the 
students themselves as they lead or share. The 
student worker does her bit to make it all so 
meaningful. The communion with A God who cares 
about our lives at every hour, and/especially during 
our busy hours, is what makes’ the noonday so 
significant. 


Service. It’s a simple carpenter’s shop standing 
beyond the edge of that famed “across the river” 
area about a mile from Columbus. Betty Jane 
Murray, (Starkville) chairman of our Service Com- 
mission conceived the idea of an outpost in this 
community which was without any kind of church. 
Girls from the fellowship visited in the community, 
established an interest, invited all to the first meet- 
ing of the new Sunday school on November 6. The 
people received us cordially. The first Sunday ten 
children and four adults came; the next Sunday 
four more children came, the third Sunday 18 
children. Four students began to visit during the 
Sunday school hour—visiting families whose mem- 
bers were sick, and some of the families not at- 
tending Sunday school. Attendance has grown 
nicely. Before the girls went home for Christmas, 
they gave a Christmas party at the Outpost. Need- 
less to say, this project has brought much joy to 
the girls as they have shown their faith in their 
actions and it has meta real need in the little com- 
munity. Some of the Sunday school pupils are learn- 
ing for the first time in a true way about Christ... 


Miss Ruth Hillhouse is the able and consecrated 
Director of Student Work, whose understanding 
and vision means so much to the M.S.C.W. West- 
minster Fellowship, and Miss Elizabeth Jo Chap- 
man is the Faculty adviser. ——Extracts from 
several student articles. 


Note: The 1950 Birthday Objective includes 
Tex-Mex and Student Work, The first $120,000.00 
will be divided equally between the two, and all 
over $120,000.00 will go to Student Work. The 
gift to Tex-Mex will be used to endow a Chair of 
Bible. 


REQUEST 


Several years ago a large group in our 
Church covenanted to pray each Saturday 
night for a revival. Some may have forgotten 
this covenant, others may never have heard 


of it. 
EACH SATURDAY NIGHT | 


Pray For Revival 


The Baptism Of Infants 
This article, published in the February 1, 1950, 


issue of The Journal, is now available in booklet 
form, twenty pages, at 10c each, $1.00 per dozen, 
or $5.00 per 100, postpaid. Order from The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, Weaverville, N. C. 
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AUSTIN SEMINARY 
Merrill Proudfoot and Norman Dow of the Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary have received 
$500 Graduate Study Scholarships awarded by the 
Seminary and its Alumni Association, President 
pret L. Stitt has announced. Both men are senior 
students. 


Proudfoot, a native of Osceola, lowa, was granted 
the new Seminary scholarship, and Dow, a resident 
of Austin, received the award of the Austin Sem- 
inary Alumni Association. They must select and 
attend schools for their graduate study within 
eighteen months following the receipt of the 
scholarships, Dr. Stitt said. 


Proudfoot is an honor graduate of Austin Col- 
lege, Sherman, Tex., and last fall was awarded a 
teaching fellowship in elementary Greek at Austin 
Seminary for the current school year. 


Dow, a graduate of the University of Texas, is 
seeking a Master of Arts degree at that university 
as well as the Bachelor of Divinity degree from 
Austin Seminary. He and Proudfoot are both 
scheduled to graduate in June. 


The scholarship awards were made on the basis 
of Christian character, individual scholarship, 
personality, and ability, ‘Dr. Stitt declared. 


Merrill Proudfoot 


Summary of The Christian Faith 
According To The Shorter Catechism 
By William Childs Robinson, Professor in Co- 
lumbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 20c per 
copy, $2.00 per dozen, or $15.00 per one hundred 
copies postpaid. Order from The Sea thern Presby- 
terian Journal, Weaverville, N. C. 
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Norman Dow 


Main Features Of The Plan Of 
Reorganization Of The Agencies 
Of The Presbyterian Church 
United States 


The Booklet published under this caption is 
available free and postpaid to the Churches to 
be put into the hands of elders, deacons, and 
other leaders of the Churches. Order from: 


THE GENERAL COUNCIL 


Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
324 Church St.. Decatur, Ga. 


Assembly's Training School 


Officers for next session elected recently by the 
student body of the General Assmbly’s Training 
School, Richmond, Va. are as follows: Miss Gene- 
vieve Anderson, Pontotoc, Miss., graduate of Bel- 
haven College, president; Miss Margery Mallard, 
Tampa, Florida, graduate Florida State University, 
vice-president; Miss Jean Lotts, Covington, Virginia, 
from King College, secretary; Miss Virginia Gib- 
bins, Shreveport, La., graduate Southwestern, 
treasurer. 


Committee chairmen elected are: Miss Helien 
Cassell, Roanoke, Virginia, graduate of Montreat 
College, chairman of spiritual life; Miss June 
Deicke, Clayton, Missouri, graduate of Washington 
University, chairman of social life. Installation 
services for the new officers were conducted by 
Dr. Henry Wade DuBose, president of the school 
on Tuesday, April 4. 
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Fondren Presbyterian Church 


The Congregation of Fondren Presbyterian 
Church celebrated the completion and furnishings 
of the house of worship shown in the accompaning 
picture, in a public service formally devoting the 
finished work to the service of God at 5:00 P.M., 
Sunday, March 26. The educational building across 
the rear of the structure will be dedicated later 
when it is completed, the basement alone being now 
finished. 


Dr. R. D. Bedinger, the first pastor of the 
Church, now serving as Executive Secretary of the 
Central Mississippi Presbytery Committee of Church 
Extension, presided at the opening of the service of 
worship. 


The general order of the service followed the 
celebration of the dedication of Solomon’s Temple 
at Jerusalem. A formal procession of the Pastor, 
Guest Minister, Ruling Elders, Deacons, Building 
Committee, and the Architect, Engineer and Con- 
tractor, brought in the Pulpit Bible, sacramental 
vessels, and appurtenances of worship. 


The Pastor of Fondren Presbyterian Church is 
the Rev. J. Moody McDill, Ph.D, formerly Pro- 
fessor of English and Head of the English Depart- 
ment of Belhaven College. Since his installation as 
Pastor of Fondren in 1942, the church has more 
than doubled its membership, is continuing a rapid 
growth, and has tripled the gifts to benevolences. 


Following the delivery of the keys of the build- 
ing to the officers of the congregation, the guest 
minister, Dr. G. T. Gillespie, president of Belhaven 
College, Jackson, Miss., addressed a charge to the 
congregation regarding their duties and responsi- 
bilities. Congregational greetings were received 
from the Moderator of the Synod of Mississippi, Mr. 
Ed Edens of Okolona, the Moderator of Central 
Mississippi Presbytery, the Rev. Sam Patterson of 
Leland, and from other churches of Jackson. 


Special anthems for the occasion, offered by the 
Fondren Choir under the direction of Mrs. Eliza- 
beth D. O’Neill, assisted by Miss Beth White, or- 
ganist, included “Lift Up Your Heads,” a special 
arrangement of Psalm 24 by John L. Hopkins, and 
‘How Lovely Are Thy Dwellings,” an arrangement 
of Psalm 84 by S. Liddle and Arthur Fagge. 

The unusual beauty of the new Fondren Presby- 


terian Church has attracted visitors, not only from 
many denominations throughout the State of Mis- 


sissippi, but also from adjoining States. The struc- 
ture of white stone and brick, surmounted by a bell 
tower and steeple and flanked by a colonnade en- 
tered from a doorway which permits easy access, 
without steps to climb, is of modified gothic design. 
Particular admiration has been excited by the at- 
tractive wood panelling of the chancel, and the art- 
glass windows, which emblematically develop the 
theme of Christian life and symbolically tell the 
story of the plan of salvation. 


The general construction contractor, John H. 
Campbell, is a member of Fondren Presbyterian 
Church, and a separate additional contract for the 
painting was let to another of the members, Curtis 
Rose. The Chairman of the Building Committee is 
Ruling Elder R. S. McArthur, who has been active 
in connection with the building of several churches 
in Jackson and Meridian, Miss. Several others of 
the members were awarded sub-contracts. 


Hearing Yourself Preach At 
Louisville Seminary 


“T enjoyed your sermon!”’ How many a preacher 
has learned to take that with a smile—and a grain 
of salt! “Did you, really?” he may politely ask. 
But he seldom knows. If he could only sit in the 
pew and hear himself. 


If he is a recent graduate of Louisville Presby- 
terian Seminary, he will already have heard him- 
self. A portable wire-recording machine here is 
kept busy going about from church to church where 
the Seniors preach. Every Senior is required to 
make a record of at least one entire service, from 
prelude to postlude, and to have the record played 
back in the presence of two or more of the faculty. 
In the play-back the student-preacher himself sits 
with his advisors for about an hour, and hears with 
them the whole service as the congregation heard 
it. His advisors sit by, watch and notebook in hand, 
and when the service is over each one gives his 
young friend the benefit of his judgment about 
anything and everything in the service. 


Criticism of student sermons is a seminary teach- 
ing device of ancient standing. No completely 
satisfactory method has yet been devised, but at 
Louisville the wire-recording method, in addition 
to other methods, has given the most satisfaction 
all around. What the professors hear is not a chape! 
sermon or a try-out in homiletics class, but an 
actual run-of-mine sermon in the student’s usua! 
Sunday surroundings. When a student is criticized 
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in the presence of his class-mates, it may turn out 
to be embarrassing all around. The wire-recording 
play-back enables the student to have on-the-spot 
detailed criticism of his regular and normal preach- 
ing to an ordinary mixed congregation. Futher- 
more, this method brings up for review the entire 
worship service for examination in detail. A sermon 
is normally delivered during the worship hour of a 
regular congregation, and receives much of its 
tone and meaning from its setting in that worship 
which surrounds and supports it. 


The student in listening to his own sermon and 
service, can understand and share the criticisms 
better than in any other way. Did the hymns drag? 
Was there congregational participation? Was there 
a perceptible unity between sermon and service? 
Were the announcements interesting and attention- 
getting without detracting from the tone of the 
service as a whole? Was the prayer rambling, 
mumbling, flowery, ‘“‘mean, irregular, extravagant 
or slovenly?” Was the prayer a sermonette in 
disguise? As for the sermon, all the questions about 
it, as to content or delivery, can be asked on the 
spot and the student himself can almost anticipate 
the answers. It is one thing to be told that your 
voice drops at crucial points, but it is more con- 
vincing to discover that you cannot even hear your- 
self. It is one thing to be told that your sermon 
needed better organization, but it is more enlight- 
ening to realize, as you listen, that your congrega- 
tion must have had a bit of trouble finding out 
what you were driving at. 


So, far from being embarrassed by such an ex- 
perience, students find it definitely helpful. Even 
some of the congregations have asked for play- 
backs of their service. It speaks well for the 
preacher when his congregation is willing to go 
through an entire service and sermon a second 
time, word for word. 


“The highest gift you can wish for,” said St.. 


Paul, “tis to be able to speak the messages of God.” 
(I Corinthians 14:2, Phillips.) 


Important Notice To All 
Church Treasurers 

Contributions for Radio and Evangelism for the 
remainder of the present Church year should be 
sent to the undersigned. Since these two causes 
will become Divisions of the new Board of Church 
Extension on April 1, all contributions thereafter 
should be sent to Mr. G. B. Strickler, Treasurer, 
605 Henry Grady Building, Atlanta 3, Ga. Over- 
seas Relief was transferred to the Board of World 
Missions on January 1, 1950, and all contributions 
for this cause should be sent to Mr. Curry B. 
Hearn, Treasurer, Box 330, Nashville 1, Tenn. 


_Contributions for the General Fund, one of the 
five General Assembly Budget causes, should be 
sent to the undersigned. The General Fund will 
begin to operate April 1, and it will receive contri- 
butions for the support of the General Council, the 
Board of Woman’s Work, Montreat, Assembly’s 
Training School, Historical Foundation, American 
Bible Society, Interdenominational Work and the 
Equalization Fund. 


_ Please indicate which organization of the church 
is making the contribution, and whether it is to be 
divided among all of the above agencies or desig- 
nated for certain of these agencies. The percentage 
allotted to the General Fund is 15.50 percent of 
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the Assembly’s benevolences. Each treasurer should 
ascertain from the Chairman of Stewardship in his 
presbytery the percentage which the General Fund 
will receive. 


It is extremely important that all churches and 
organizations support the benevolences of the As- 
sembly according to the percentages which have 
been fixed. There has been no change in the funda- 
mental principle according to which all of the 
causes of the Assembly have been supported. There 
has been only a shifting of some causes in order 
that needed consolidations might be made. 

—E. C. Scott, Treasurer. 


1950 SUMMER CONFERENCES 


At Presbyterian Mo-Ranch Assembly 


June 5:13: *Youth Fellowship Conference. Jack T. 
Goodykoontz, Director. 

June 13-22: *Senior Youth Conference. Robert P. 
Douglass, Director. 

June 22-25: *Men’s Conference. Harold Dial, Di- 
rector. 

June 26 - July 4: Western Texas Presbytery Sen- 
iors. George B. Williams, Director. 

July 5-12: *Leadership School. J. Martin Singleton, 
Director. 

July 7-9: *Superintendents’ Conference. William 
McVeigh, Director. 

July 13-20: Western Texas Pioneer Conference. 
John P. Minter, Director. 

July 20-28: Western Texas Pioneer Conference. 
John P. Minter, Director. 

July 28 - Aug. 4: El Paso Presbytery Conferences. 
William H. Foster, Director. 

Aug. 4-12: Texas-Mexican Presbytery Conference. 
S. G. Ramirez, Director. 

Aug. 4-12: Central Texas Senior Conference. W. F. 
6’Kelley, Director. 

Aug. 12-14: Visitors’ Week. Open. 

Aug. 15: Staff of the Women of the Church Con- 
ference. 

Aug. 16-22: Women of the Church. Mrs. Harry W. 
Williams, Director. 

Aug. 23-30: Conference on the World Mission of 
the Church. William M. Logan and D. J. Cum- 
ming, Directors: 

Sept. 1-4: *Young Adult Retreat. Thomas B. Gal- 
aher, Director. 


*Reservations for this Conference may be made 
on and after May 1, 1950, by addressing: Confer- 
ence Registrations Office, Presbyterian Mo-Ranch 
Assembly, Hunt, Tex. These cannot be accepted be- 
fore May 1. 

For registrations in all other Conferences, write 
the individual Conference Directors. 


SCHREINER INSTITUTE 


Andrew Edington, Superintendent of the Univer- 
sity Military School, Mobile, Alabama, has accepted 
the position of president of Schreiner Institute, 
Kerrville, Texas, according to an announcement 
released today by W. A. Fawcett, Kerrville, presi- 
dent of the board of trustees of the institute. The 
board voted at its meeting February 28, to offer to 
Mr. Edington the presidency of the school, which is 
affiliated with the Presbyterian Church, U.S., to 
succeed Dr. J. J. Delaneym long-time president, 
who resigned last fall and asked the board to seek 
a successor. 
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Rev. James M. Gregory Called 
To Napoleon Avenue Church 
New Orleans, La. 


The Napoleon Avenue Presbyterian Church of 
New Orleans, La., has extended a call to the Rev. 
James M. Gregory of Corinth, Miss., to succeed the 
Rev. Dunbar H. Ogden in this pastorate. The vote 
of the congregation was unanimous. Mr. Gregory 
has accepted the call, subject of course to the action 
of the two presbyteries. He expects to enter upon 
his New Orleans ministry on September 1. A very 
cordial welcome awaits him, his wife, and family. 


July 18, 1950, will be the fiftieth anniversary of 
Dr. Ogden’s ordination, and installation as pastor 
of the Presbyterian Church in Columbus, Miss. 
During the 50 years, in addition to the Columbus 
Church, he has served as pastor in the First Church 
of Knoxville, the Central of Atlanta, the Second of 
Louisville, the Government Street of Mobile, and 
the Napoleon Avenue of New Orleans. 


On his golden jubilee he will retire from the 
pastorate to spend the remaining years of his life 
in temporary pulpit supply work, here, there, and 
yonder. The Napoleon Avenue Church is making 
him Pastor Emeritus, with a supplement to his 
Annuity pension. Dr. and Mrs. Ogden expect to 
reside in New Orleans. They will spend a portion of 
each year on the Eastern shore of Mobile Bay. 


Rockport ... Texas 

This Church recently enjoyed a thrilling experi- 
ence lasting eight days—March 12-19. Determined 
that some conspicuous progress should be made 
during its fiftieth year, the Church started a build- 
ing program in the early months of 1949. By March 
12, 1950, construction was far enough advanced to 
permit occupancy. An all-day program was planned 
for the opening and consecration of the new build- 
ing. Dr. T. O. Perrin, of Sulphur Springs, Tex., the 
first resident pastor this Church had (1906-1909), 
preached the opening sermon to a congregation that 
filled the auditorium and adjoining assembly room. 
Three charter members, the only ones living so far 
as known, were present. In the afternoon the 
Church celebrated its fiftieth anniversary—the 
present Church was organized on December 31, 
1899, by Dr. A. H. P. McCurdy, but observance of 
the semicentennial was deferred until the new 
building was occupied. The pastor read a brief his- 
torical sketch, and reminiscences were given by 
Dr. Perrin and Rev. W. H. Morrison, who supplied 
this Church in 1933-34. Congratulatory messages 
were received from many sources, including the 
following ministers who formerly served this 
Church: Rev. C. 8. Long (1917-1920), Dr. Francis 
M. Davis (1936-1937), Rev. C. Rodney Sunday 
(1938-1940), and Rev. E. G. Culley (1941). This 
historical service was followed by an Open House, 
during which hundreds of friends, both Protestant 
and Roman Catholic residents, Presbyterians from 
adjacent Churches, and quite a few visitors from 
long distances, inspected the building and enjoyed 
Christian fellowship and refreshments. At the eve- 
ning hour Rev. Sam. B. Hill, of Cuero, Tex., began 
a series of evangelistic services which continued 
through Sunday, March 19. This is the third year 
in succession that Mr. Hill has conducted evan- 
gelistic services in this Church, and each year his 
ministry becomes increasingly effective. During the 
eight-day period eighteen members were received, 
seventeen on confession of faith and one on re- 
affirmation. 


Our new edifice has cost approximately $35,000 
in cash, and generous donations in the form of dis- 
counts on and outright gifts of building material 
and a large amount of volunteer labor effected 
savings estimated at $15,000.00—tthe building is 
valued at $50,000.00, exclusive of furnishings. It is 
of frame construction with a stucco and plaster 
finish, and a total floor space of more than 6,500 
square feet. The ground floor is concrete covered 
with asphalt tile throughout, and the second story 
of the educational building has hardwood floors. 
The auditorium has a seating capacity of 240, and 
opens by accordion doors into an assembly room 
that seats approximately 100. There are fourteen 
class rooms, kitchen, rest rooms, church office and 
choir room. New pews and other furnishings have 
been installed at a cost of approximately $5,500.00. 
exclusive of a gas range purchased by the Women- 
of-The Church, and a piano and a Hammond organ 
donated by generous individuals. Rev. T. H. Pollard 
is the pastor. 


Presbytery Of Central Mississippi 


The Presbytery of Central Mississippi met in 
winter session at the Ackerman Presbyterian 
Church on January 17 with 29 ministers and 33 
elders in attendance. The retiring Moderator’s 
sermon was preached by the Rev. Wm. Mansell. 
The Rev. S. C. Patterson was the newly elected 
Moderator. Dr. John W. Young, now on the staff 
of Belhaven College, was called to the Morgan City 
church and a commission was appointed to install 
him as pastor there. The Standing Rules were re- 
vised so that committee organization might be 
brought in line with the new organization of the 
Assembly. Presbytery approved ammendments to 
Par. s. 74, 163 and 147 Book of Church Order. 
Disapproved proposed Ammendment to Par. 126 
and 96 because of confused wording of last part of 
proposed Ammendment, and voted to overture the 
Assembly for clarification of same. The Rev. Milton 
Daugherty addressed the Presbytery in regard to 
the World Mission field of Brazil. Commissioners 
to the General Assembly were elected. 


MONTREAT COLLEGE 


Dr. J. Rupert McGregor, president, announces 
that Miss Mary Jo Jackson has become a field 
representative for Montreat College and Montreat 
School. She will spend much of her time travelling. 
visiting especially high schools and speaking to 
Church groups. 


Miss Jackson was born in Motoka, West Virginia. 
but has lived most of her life in Bluefield, where 
she finished High School. She graduated from 
Montreat College where she was active in student 
life, serving as president of the Student Body dur- 
ing her senior year. She was then graduated from 
V.P.I., receiving the B.S. degree, and has done 
summer work at the University of North Carolina. 
Miss Jackson is a member of Phi Kappa Phi, 
national scholarship fraternity, and Phi Sigma, 
national biology fraternity. She was president of 
the Woman’s Dormitory Council at Virginia Poly- 
technical Institute. 


This past year she has been a member of the 
faculty of the Montreat Preparatory School fo 
girls. 
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Mrs. Nellie C. Dickinson 


On January 14, 1950, Mrs. Nellie C. Dickinson 
passed very suddenly from the duties of this life to 
the joys of life eternal. This passing was a great 
loss, not only to her home, but to her Church and 
community as well. Born in Texas, but reared in 
West Virginia, Nellie C. Alderson, when she mar- 
ried Mr. C. C. Dickinson, came to live in Malden, 
W. Va., and to become an active member of the 
Kanawha-Salines Presbyterian Church. 


Her keen ability to understand and help, her 
willingness to serve where needed gave her many 
opportunities of service in her community; but her 
first choice was in her Church, for she loved her 
Saviour devotedly. She was a teacher in the Sun- 
day School for many years, or for as long as she 
was able. She was active in the work of the Women 
of the Church, both in the local Church and in the 
Presbyterial. She had been president of both these 
organizations, and the Women of the Church gave 
her a citation and a “Life Membership” pin. 


Her radiant personality and her gladsome, 
friendly spirit made friends for herself and her 
Lord among all those with whom she came in con- 
tact. A loyal friend, a thoughtful and kind-hearted 
neighbor, she was ready to lend a hand, and quick 
. oe a service or other assistance in the hour 
of need. 


Her home was a Christian one in the real 
sense of the word—a place of true joy and glad 
hospitality. Her husband is an honored elder in the 
Church, and her son at home is a deacon; while her 
other son and daughter are serving the Master in 
Churches where they live. So, her radiant and fear- 
less trust of her Saviour makes her home-going 
easier to face. “Her children rise up to call her 


blessed.”’ 
—QO. M. Crandall, Clerk of Session. 


The Vacation Fund 
An Appeal 


For thirty-seven years the Vacation Fund for 
ministers and mission workers, a Fund raised 
through the voluntary contributions of interested 
and generous people, has made it possible for thou- 


sands of faithful servants of the Church to turn - 


aside for seasons of physica] restoration and spirit- 
ual refreshment at the various conference grounds 
of the Church. This summer, if receipts permit, it 
is hoped that many can be aided with the expenses 
of brief stays at Massanetta Springs, Montreat and 
Mo-Ranch, and that they will return to their work 
re-invigorated and better able to promote energeti- 
cally the Spiritual Kingdom. 


The Vacation Fund is administered under the 
direction of a Board of Managers elected by the 
Boards of the General Assembly and consists of 
Drs. C. Darby Fulton, Claude H. Pritehard, Ed- 
ward D. Grant and Wade H. Boggs, the last-named 
serving now as chairman. An earnest attempt is 
made to handle wisely contributions to the Fund 
and to assist with the expenses of those who, it is 
felt, would enjoy no vacation benefits at our 
several conference grounds apart from this aid. 


Typical of the letters of thankfulness is the 


sae from one who received vacation help in 


“It would be hard for me to express to you just 
ow much that vacation meant to me. The rest, 


inspiration and Christian fellowship received at 
the conference were what I needed. I am much 
better prepared to carry on my work because of 
the week’s experiences.” 


Readers of this article who wish to contribute to 
the 1950 Vacation Fund are invited to send their 
contributions to Mrs. Ira D. Holt, Treasurer, Mon- 
treat, North Carolina. For your help in making a 
season of physical recuperation and spiritual in- 
spiration possible for many who need such, we ex- 
press grateful thanks in their behalf as in behalf, 
too, of the Board of Managers. 


Wade H. Boggs, Chairman, 
Vacation Fund of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States. 


410 Urban Building, 
Louisville, Kentucky. 


Enoree Presbytery 


Enoree Presbytery will meet April 18th at 10:00 
A.M. in the Rose-Lane Presbyterian Church in 
Spartanburg, S. C., for its regular Spring Meeting. 


Books Reviews 


A Voice For God - The Life Of Charles E. Fuller. 
By Wilbur M. Smith. Published by W. A. Wilde 
Company, Boston, Mass. Price $2.50. 


The noted champion for Orthodoxy in the field 
of Apologetics dips into the realm of biography to 
give the life and work of the originator of the Old 
Fashioned Revival Hour. He has chosen a handsome 
and humble servant of the Lord as the one around 
whom he builds an appealing story and vital chal- 
lenge to godly consecration to the Saviour. His ap- 
proach is that of a careful student of Gospel 
preaching, of evangelistic techniques, and of hu- 
man nature as that nature is transformed and 
mightily used for God. From this view, Charles 
Fuller stands high among God’s men today. His 
voice has gone around the world and his simple 
Gospel programs been broadcast for 25 years. 


A special account of the founding of Fuller 
Theological Seminary is given by Dr. Smith, who is 
one of the original Faculty. Ministers and theo- 
logical students will find this venture in faith an 
inspiration, for Fuller Seminary bids to become a 
leading champion for Orthodox scholarship in our 
country. 


Dr. Smith writes in the pungent, refreshing style 
which has made him a distinctive writer among 
Evangelicals. He does not glorify Mr. Fuller but 
unmistakably reveals how God’s glory has been 
manifested in this Radio Voice. To the many thou- 
sands who have been moved toward Christ by the 
Revival Hour this book will be the classic picture 
of the man in the center—a man truly for and 
from God—Charles E. Fuller. 

—George W. Dollar. 


This Book May Be Purchased From 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal Company 
Weaverville ... North Carolina 
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Mel Trotter - A Biography. By Fred. C. Zarfas. 
Published by Zondervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Price $1.50. 


Here is a popular biography written about a man 
who was rescued from his drunken debauchery at 
the Pacific Garden Mission in Chicago. He went on 
to found and guide for 40 years the large Mel 
Trotter Mission in Grand Rapids, Mich. He was 
noted for his work among the ‘“down-and-outers”’ 
and those fringes of human life where ordinary 
churches fail to invade. His further success came 
in establishing Missions in large Northern cities, in 
conducting evangelistic campaigns and speaking at 
Bible Conferences. 


The book is written in an easy-to-read style and 
will appeal especially to laymen, for Trotter was 
basically a layman’s man, although he was given 
Presbyterian Ordination and late in life awarded 
a D.D. All matters of a doctrinal, theological or 
denominational character are avoided. The author 
writes as one who is sitting where Trotter sat, for 
he now superintends the Mission at Grand Rapids. 

—George W. Dollar. 


This Book May Be Purchased From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Company 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 


Television Servant Or Master. By Edward J. Car- 
nell. Published by Eerdman’s Publishing Company, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $2.50. 


A Professor of Theology leaves his field of spe- 
cialization to discuss an up-to-date subject, Tele- 
vision, and its threats and possible contributions to 
the Christian home. Will Television join Radio and 
Cinema to destroy Christian ideals? Can children 
of light take its values of education and relaxation 
without surrender of principle? Does the preponder- 
ance of jazz, wild west and saloon scenes merit 
wholesale rejection of Television? As cultural prej- 
udice and geographic isolationism go, is the price 
too high if Hollywood ethics, juke-box melody and 
Sunday night comedy become standard bill of fare? 


These are the questions raised by the author and 
analyzed for possible Christian answers. The Church 
is sadly lacking in having money, talent and pic- 
torial background for Television. The Roman 
Church might well shine here with its gaudy ritual. 


He stresses the obvious danger of the over-stress 
on sex. Will this cause the American public to err 
as did Herod when Herodias danced before him? 
Some general answers are suggested—accept the 
good in Television and spurn the evil. At the pres- 
ent time the good is unusually small. The close 
alliance with Films is inevitable for enough pro- 
grams and the Church has few films to contribute. 
The final problem may not be Television but the 
love of Television. 


This is a study book on Christian attitudes to- 
ward entertainment in general and whether we 
shall accept Television as a gift of God or shy from 
it since it is misused. Prof. Carnell, of Fuller Sem- 
inary, has given a timely challenge and Christians 
must make decisions in response. 

—George W. Dollar. 


This Book May Be Purchased From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Company 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 
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IN LOVING MEMORY 


To perpetrate the memory of loved ones who have 
gone on, or the Christian influence of persons still 
living, over 250 Memorial Funds have been estab- 
lished with the Board of World Missions, each fund 
set up individually according to the exact wishes 
and restrictions of the donor. 


These Memorial Funds are carefully and con- 
servatively administered by the members of 
the Board of World Missions who serve as 
your agents in carrying out the provisions of 
your gift. Permanent funds may be started 
with a small amount and additional deposits 
made from time to time as convenient. Me- 
morial Funds enable this Board to enlarge its 
service in foreign lands. 


For full information about Memorials, and for as- 


sistance in establishing one according to your de- 


sires, you are invited to write: 


CURRY B. HEARN a 
Treasurer 


Boarp Or MISSIONS 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


IN THE U.S. 


Postoffice Box 330 
Nashville (1) Tennessee 
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